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NKU ATHLETICS ENTERS
ITS 40TH SEASON OF 

VARSITY SPORTS COMPETITION
IN 2010-11

On the left, the NKU 
women’s basketball 
team celebrates af-
ter winning the 2000 
NCAA Division II 
national champion-
ship at Pine Bluff, Ark. 
That marked the first 
national title in Norse 
history. The women’s 
basketball team later 
won a second national 
title in 2008. 



1A look back at 39 years of NKU athletics history

Believe it or not, the athletics department at Northern Kentucky University is nearing its 
40th birthday. And what a story the past 39 years have produced at the ever-growing 
campus in Highland Heights, Ky.

The NKU athletics program actually tipped off competition in a high school gym for a men’s 
basketball game in 1971, when it was known as Northern Kentucky State College. Inside Newport 
High School’s then-renowned ‘Cats Den, Northern Kentucky State College met Calvary College at 8 
p.m. on Nov. 12, 1971. The Norsemen, coached by Mote Hils, posted a 109-65 win in their inaugural 
game.

Ironically, as NKU’s 
men’s basketball program 
enters its 40th season, 
there can be no sentimen-
tal trip back to the site of 
that first game. The original 
‘Cats Den no longer exists, 
as Newport High School re-
located from the west end 
of the city to the east end in 
1980. There can also be no 
rematch of that first game 
as Calvary College has 
long since closed its doors 
and is just a memory. 

What started in 1971 as 
a collection of athletes and 
coaches hoping to gain lo-
cal interest has now grown 
into a program of national 
prominence at the NCAA 
Division II level. NKU owns 
two national champion-
ships, both in women’s 
basketball, and numerous 
regional titles. The athletics 
program at NKU has become so strong that many continually advocate a move to NCAA Division I 
status, something that could become a reality in the future. The success has helped bring first-class 
athletics facilities to the NKU campus, such as the Frank Ignatius Grein Softball Field, the Joyce 
Yeager Tennis Complex and a just-finished, state-of-the-art soccer stadium which opens play in the 
fall of 2010.

The first-class facilities also include The Bank of Kentucky Center, a 9,400-seat arena which 
replaced Regents Hall as the home of NKU basketball after the 2007-08 season. NKU opened play 
in The Bank of Kentucky Center on Nov. 8, 2008, with a men’s/women’s exhibition doubleheader 
against the University of Louisville in front of more than 8,400 fans.

Not bad for a program that began in a high school gymnasium in 1971.
The names? Many of the past head coaches are legendary. Mote Hils, Marilyn Scroggin Moore, 

Bill Aker, Roger Klein, Jane Meier, Ken Shields, Mary Biermann and John Toebben to rattle off just a 
few. And that list doesn’t even include current NKU women’s basketball head coach Nancy Winstel, 
who has won two national championships.  

The following pages highlight many of the stories and photos from the past 39 years. 

THE FIRST TEAM IN SCHOOL HISTORY
Front row: Doug Overmann, Mike Ballinger, Richard Derkson, Bob Griffin, Bob 
Mitts, Scotty Derkson.
Back row: James Perdue, Marvin Johnson, Dennis Egan, Dan Maurer, Dave 
Rimer, Jim McMillan.

1971-72 NORTHERN KENTUCKY STATE COLLEGE
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1971/An athletics program is born at Northern Kentucky State College

Pictured above is Northern Kentucky State College’s first game on Nov. 12, 1971, against Calvary Col-

lege. The game was played at the old Newport High School  gym on Columbia Street. Shown taking a 

jumper for NKSC is Dan Maurer (34), who finished with 15 points as the Norsemen posted a 109-65 

win in their inaugural game. Maurer also scored the first basket in NKSC history on a short jumper.

On Nov. 12, 1971, Northern Kentucky State plays its first-ever men’s basketball 
game against Calvary College, a small Christian school located in Letcher, Ky., 
with an enrollment of 40 students. The game is played at old Newport High 

School’s gym on Columbia Street. Northern Kentucky State defeats Calvary, 109-65, as 
six Norsemen score in double figures.

Dan Maurer scores the first basket in Northern Kentucky State history on a short jump-
er a minute into the game. Barry Hall ties the score at 2-2 for Calvary on the Chargers’ 
next trip down the floor, but the Norsemen roll into halftime with a 56-27 lead as Marvin 
Johnson scores 13 points and grabs 14 rebounds in the opening 20 minutes. Johnson 
leads Northern Kentucky State with 17 points against Calvary, while teammate Dennis 
Egan adds 16 points. Richard Derkson and Maurer each finish with 15 points.
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1972/Aker begins groundwork for successful NKSC baseball program

Bill Aker was an extremely busy man 
in the early 1970s while starting the 
baseball program at Northern Kentucky 

State. Aker worked as a pressman for The Cin-
cinnati Enquirer and took on the task of building 
Northern Kentucky State’s baseball team as a 
part-time coach.

The Norsemen made their official debut as a 
varsity program on March 23, 1972, by dropping a 
doubleheader against the University of Louisville. 
Northern Kentucky State collected its first-ever 
win in baseball on April 1, 1972, with a 4-3 victory 
against Hanover.

Two years later, Aker’s squad reached the 
20-win mark. In 1976, Northern Kentucky State 
won 43 games and established itself as a regional 
power under Aker’s leadership.

Bill Aker (standing 
on the far left in the 
team photo) built 
Northern Kentucky 
State’s baseball pro-
gram into an even-
tual regional cham-
pion before the end 
of the decade. Aker 
did the job as a part-
time coach in the 
early years of the 
program, recruiting 
local kids who had a 
desire to work hard 
in the classroom and 
on the baseball field.
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1972/Regents Hall becomes first home floor for Northern Kentucky State 

After playing home games at 
local high schools the previous 
season, Northern Kentucky State 

gets an on-campus facility in Regents Hall.
On Nov. 27, 1972, Northern Kentucky 

State plays powerful Tennessee-
Chattanooga in the first-ever game in 
Regents Hall. Freshman Jeff Stowers scores 
21 points to lead Northern Kentucky State, 
but the Norsemen drop an 84-80 decision to 
the Moccasins in front of a crowd of 1,500.

Freshman Steve Meier adds 12 points 
and nine rebounds for Northern Kentucky 
State, which pulls within two points (82-
80) late in the game. The Norsemen have 
a chance to tie the contest with less than 
a minute remaining, but a turnover gives 
Tennessee-Chattanooga the ball with 19 
seconds left. Kevin Gray then makes two 
free throws to seal the win for Tennessee-
Chattanooga.

Walt McGary leads Tennessee-
Chattanooga with 26 points and 12 
rebounds, the first double-double in Regents 
Hall history.

Chuck Berger (32) attempts a jumper against 

Tennessee-Chattanooga in the first game played 

in Regents Hall on Nov. 27, 1972.

Regents Hall became the first home for NKSC 

basketball during the 1972-73 season. The Norse-

men opened the new facility on Nov. 27, 1972, by 

hosting perennial national powerhouse Tennes-

see-Chattanooga before a crowd of 1,500. Regents 

Hall would remain the home of Norse basketball 

until 2008, when The Bank of Kentucky Center 

opened.
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1972-73/Northern Kentucky State golf and tennis teams become factors 

Northern Kentucky 
State’s tennis (top 
left) and golf (center) 
teams enjoyed solid 
seasons in 1972-73. 
Northern Kentucky 
golfer Mark Saner 
(below) gets in some 
practice swings in 
1972.

Northern Kentucky State’s golf and tennis programs, which started the previous 
year, enjoyed solid second seasons with youthful squads. The Norsemen 
competed against many of the local colleges and state schools in various 

meets and tournaments. Along with men’s basketball and baseball, they were the sports 
that helped Northern Kentucky State begin intercollegiate athletics.
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1974/Northern Kentucky State adds women’s basketball as varsity sport

Northern Kentucky State College begins 
its women’s basketball program by 
hiring Marilyn Scroggin as the head 

coach. Scroggin, who coached at Boone County 
High School prior to joining Northern Kentucky 

State, will also serve as 
the volleyball coach for the 
Norsewomen.

On Dec. 3, 1974, Northern 
Kentucky State plays its 
first-ever women’s basketball 
game against Kentucky 
State. Nancy Winstel 
scores 17 points to lead 
the Norsewomen to an 87-
32 victory in Regents Hall. 
Marian Keegan chips in 15 

points for Northern Kentucky State, which shoots 
50 percent from the field. Linda Niehaus scores 
the first points in Norsewomen basketball history 
by making a pair of free throws. Niehaus, Teresa 
Rump and Beth Sturm each score 13 points.

Northern Kentucky 
State completes 
its first season 
of competition in 
women’s basketball 
with a 19-8 record

The Norsewomen 
advance to the AIAW 
national tournament 
and conclude their 
inaugural campaign 
with a 76-64 loss to 
Midland Lutheran. 
Niehaus finishes as 
the team’s leading 
scorer at 15.7 points 
per game. Keegan 
averages 14.4 ppg 
and 9.4 rebounds.

Marian Keegan (23) averaged 14.4 points 
and 9.4 rebounds during the 1974-75 
season. Keegan scored 15 points in NKSC’s 
first-ever game against Kentucky State.

The first women’s basketball team at Northern Kentucky State College during the 1974-75 season.

Marilyn Scroggin
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1975/The first year of volleyball at Northern Kentucky State 

In 1975, Northern 
Kentucky State fielded 
varsity volleyball for the 
first time. The first NKSC 
squad is pictured at the 
right.

Front row (kneeling): 
Linda Niehaus, Beth 
McLane, Marian Keegan, 
Jenny Niehaus.

Back row (standing): 
Head coach Marilyn 
Scroggin, Nancy Winstel, 
Peggy Ludwig, Teresa 
Rump, Julee Hill, Jenny 
Bray, Pat Weiland.

Northern Kentucky State adds volleyball as a varsity sport in time for the 1975 
season, with Marilyn Scroggin taking on the duties as head coach. On Oct. 2, 
1975, Northern Kentucky State posts 

a 15-7, 15-10 homecourt victory against Kentucky 
State in its first-ever match.

Peggy Ludwig (pictured on the right) leads 
Northern Kentucky State to the Kentucky Women’s 
Intercollegiate Conference small-college champi-
onship in that inaugural season. The Norsewomen 
also advance to the AIAW Southern Region II Tour-
nament at Memphis, Tenn. NKSC posts a third-
place finish in that tournament and completes its 
first season with a 19-7 overall record.

Ludwig, destined to become a superstar for the 
Norsewomen, is named the team’s most valuable 
player in the inaugural season. 
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1975/Northern Kentucky State hires legendary tennis coach in Roger Klein

Northern Kentucky State College makes a key hire in Roger Klein, who will 
take over as the school’s tennis coach. Klein, a tennis coaching legend 
throughout the commonwealth, posted a 419-98 record as tennis coach at 

Bellevue High School before taking the job in Highland Heights, Ky.
Klein would finish with a 114-102 record as NKU men’s tennis coach, and he was 

72-63 as women’s tennis head coach. He led the NKU men’s tennis team to a pair of 
NAIA District 32 titles and the 1986 GLVC championship - the first GLVC title for a men’s 
program at NKU. He also earned GLVC Coach of the Year honors in 1986.

Renowned for being one of the greatest gentlemen in college athletics, Klein was 
inducted into the NKU Athletics Hall of Fame in 2001. His work and dedication in the early 
years of the program helped NKU become a respected name locally and regionally in 
tennis.

Head coach Roger Klein (left) gives some advice to Northern Kentucky State tennis players in the 1970s 
at the courts in Highland Heights, Ky. Klein would eventually lead the NKU men’s tennis team to the 
1986 GLVC championship. It marked the first-ever GLVC men’s title for NKU, and Klein was named 
GLVC Coach of the Year.
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1976/Northern Kentucky volleyball reaches 20-win plateau in second season

Head coach Marilyn 
Scroggin (center) talks 
with her players in 1976. 
NKU posted a 22-10 record 
in just its second year of 
play and finished second 
at the KWIC small-college 
tournament. Scroggin 
was building NKU into 
a power in volleyball in 
the small-college division 
of the AIAW, and the 
Norsewomen would move 
into the major-college level 
the following season.

NKU VOLLEYBALL
AN EMERGING POWER

Now officially 
called Northern 
Kentucky 

University, the Norsewomen’s 
volleyball program reaches 
the 20-win mark in just its 
second year as a varsity 
program. NKU posts a 22-10 
record, and the Norsewomen 
finish second at the KWIC 
small-college tournament.

NKU collects victories 
against programs such as 
Louisville, Kentucky, Ole 
Miss, Bolwing Green and 
Marshall during the 1976 campaign. A team photo of the 1976 NKU team is shown above. 

Peggy Ludwig, quickly becoming one of the nation’s top all-around volleyball standouts, 
repeats as the team’s most valuable player.
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1977/NKU baseball posts 49-7 record, advances to NCAA II Regional

The 1977 NKU baseball 

team posted a 49-7 record 

and advanced to the NCAA 

Tournament for the second straight year and 

knocked off programs such as Louisville, 

Cincinnati and Xavier. NKU also posted 

wins against Youngstown State and Wright 

State during the NCAA Tournament before 

falling to Southern Illinois-Edwardsville in 

an elimination game. Head coach Bill Aker’s 

team featured a combination of outstanding 

pitching and powerful hitting to collect those 

49 victories. Future NKU Hall of Fame 

inductees Gary Wall (pictured on the right), 

Russ Kerdolff, Tim Grogan, Jack Miller, Mark 

Stoeber and Mark Steenken all played major 

roles in NKU’s emergence as a powerful 

baseball program. The 49 wins are still a 

single-season record at NKU.

NKU BASEBALL: AN EMERGING POWERHOUSE
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1977/NKU volleyball travels to the AIAW national finals at Provo, Utah

Members of the NKU volleyball team stand outside the entrance of Brigham Young in 
Provo, Utah, in 1977. NKU advanced to the AIAW national finals to earn the trip west.

NKU’s Julee Hill (44) and Teresa Rump 
defend against a Pepperdine attack 
during the 1977 AIAW national finals at 
Provo, Utah. 

After spending two years in the 
small-college division of the AIAW, 
NKU moves up to the major-college 

level. The Norsewomen respond by posting 
a 41-15 record and capturing both the KWIC 
and AIAW Southern Region II championships. 
NKU defeats Murray State, Eastern Kentucky, 
and Morehead State to win the KWIC state 
championship. The Norsewomen later knock 
off North Carolina State, Tennessee, Virginia 
Commonwealth, Morehead State and North 
Carolina to win the AIAW Southern Region II 
title. 

NKU advances to the AIAW national 
finals at Provo, Utah. The Norsewomen play 
powerhouse programs such as Pepperdine, 
Brigham Young, Texas A&M and Maryland 
during the 24-team event. NKU knocks off 
Maryland and finishes 1-4 against the rugged 
competition in Pool 4.
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1978/NKU knocks off Xavier, earns first-ever berth in NCAA II Tournament

On Jan. 14, 1978, NKU upsets Xavier, 59-58, as Mike Hofmeyer tips in a shot 
at the buzzer. Xavier misses several key free throws late in the game to give 
NKU a chance. The Norsemen’s Marvin Wilson misses a jumper from the right 

wing in the closing seconds, but Hofmeyer grabs the offensive rebound and scores as time 
expires to give NKU its first-ever victory against a Division I opponent. It is also the 10th 
consecutive win for the Norsemen, who 
are sixth nationally in the NCAA Division 
II poll - the first national ranking in the 
history of the men’s basketball program.

NKU wraps up its first 20-win season 
with a 79-71 victory over Kentucky 
Wesleyan on Feb. 27, 1978. The 
Norsemen earn the No. 1 seed in the 
NCAA Division II Great Lakes Regional, 
but the hosting rights are awarded to No. 
2 seed Eastern Illinois.

NKU meets No. 4 seed Indiana State-
Evansville (now Southern Indiana) in the 
opening round of the NCAA Division II 
Tournament and drops an 86-78 decision 
to the Screaming Eagles at Charleston, 
Ill., in front of a crowd of 4,500 at the 
Eastern Illinois gym. Dan Doellman leads NKU with 28 points and 10 rebounds.

The Norsemen meet Saint Joseph’s (Ind.) in a consolation game at the NCAA 
Tournament and end the season with a 93-87 loss to the Pumas. NKU finishes with a 20-8 
record and a No. 6 national ranking in the NCAA Division II poll. NKU was ranked as high 
as No. 4 nationally in the Feb. 8 poll.

Tony Faehr battles for a rebound against Xavier 
during NKU’s 59-58 victory in 1978.
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1979/Kerdolff finishes NKU career with 28 victories, .848 winning percentage

Pitcher Russ Kerdolff 

finished his NKU ca-

reer with 28 victories 

and a winning percent-

age of .848. He also 

earned Academic All-

America honors twice 

during his career and 

helped NKU advance 

to the 1979 NCAA Di-

vision II World Series. 

Kerdolff, who pitched 

277 innings during his 

career, was inducted 

into the NKU Athlet-

ics Hall of Fame in 

1999. He was the first 

pitcher inducted into 

the NKU Athletics Hall 

of Fame.

Russ Kerdolff completed his career in 1979 as Northern Kentucky University’s all-
time leader in wins, collecting 28 victories on the mound. That record stood until 
1997, when Mike Kichler reached the 30-win mark for NKU.

Kerdolff finished with a career earned run average of 2.28, the best of any starting pitcher 
in NKU history. His career winning percentage of .848 (28-5) still ranks No. 1 in Norse 
baseball history.

In addition to his achievements on the mound, Kerdolff was also an outstanding student 
in the classroom. Kerdolff was named Academic All-American in 1978 and ‘79, becoming the 
first NKU athlete to ever earn that honor. He would also lead NKU to the 1979 Great Lakes 
Regional championship, giving the Norsemen a trip to the NCAA Division II World Series. 
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1979/NKU baseball earns first-ever trip to NCAA Division II World Series

On May 17, 1979, 
the NKU baseball 
team earns its first 
trip to the NCAA 
Division II World 
Series by winning 
the Great Lakes Re-
gion championship 
with a 9-2 victory 
over Bellarmine at 
Louisville, Ky. NKU 
head coach Bill Aker 
(26) is hoisted by his 
players for after the 
Norsemen capture 
their first-ever re-
gional title.

Dave Conradi was a one-man wrecking crew - as a hitter and a pitcher - against 
Bellarmine in the Great Lakes Regional championship game on May 17, 1979. 
Conradi tossed a four-hitter and smashed a three-run double in the sixth inning 

as NKU posted a 9-2 win against Bellarmine to earn their trip to the NCAA Division II World 
Series at Springfield, Ill.

Conradi’s heroics helped NKU capture its first-ever regional championship in baseball. 
The Norsemen began the regional on May 15 by pounding their way to a 12-7 win against 
Akron. Steve Kellam’s two-run homer keyed a five-run eighth inning for NKU in that victory. 
NKU then knocked off Indiana State-Evansville (now Southern Indiana), 5-3, in the second 
game.

NKU BASEBALL 
EARNS TRIP TO
WORLD SERIES
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1979/NKU volleyball wins KWIC championship for third straight season

NKU volleyball head coach 
Jane Scheper (center) talks 
with her team during the 
1979 season. NKU won 
the Kentucky Women’s 
Intercollegiate Conference 
title for the third consecutive 
season and advanced to the 
AIAW Southern Regional. 
NKU also knocked off a 
powerful Ohio State team at 
Columbus, Ohio, earlier in the 
1979 season.

The NKU volley-

ball team won its 

third consecutive 

KWIC championship in 1979 

and posted a 23-15 record. 

The Norsewomen faced 

one of the most demanding 

schedules in the program’s 

history, with matches against 

powerhouses such as Ohio 

State (twice), Michigan 

State, Indiana, Louisville, 

Tennessee and Louisville.

Despite the loss of 1978 most valuable player Peggy Ludwig and star attacker Julee Hill to 

graduation, NKU also advanced to the AIAW Southern Region II Tournament. Ceal Franz led 

NKU with 312 kills in 1979, while teammate Julie Thoman added 261 kills. 
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1979/NKU men’s cross country team earns trip to NCAA Division II nationals

In the fall of 1979, the Northern Kentucky University men’s cross country team qualified 
for the NCAA Division II national finals by finishing fourth at the Great Lakes Regional 
meet at Charleston, Ill. It marked the first time NKU had earned a trip to the nationals 

in cross country.
John Lott paced NKU by placing sixth in the 10-kilometer race with a time of 31:34. Chris 

Wolfer took 18th place in 32:34, while Chris Vincent finished 24th with a time of 32:52. Joe 
Lunn (34th place, 33:18) and Mark Dulaney (37th place, 33:23) rounded out NKU’s top five 
finishers.

NKU finished with a total of 111 points to finish fourth. Eastern Illinois took first-place hon-
ors with 28 points, followed by Ferris State (85), Akron (91) and NKU. The Norsemen defeat-
ed Illinois-Chicago Circle by five points to qualify for the nationals.

The 1979 NKU men’s cross country team poses for a photo. The bottom row (left to right) is Chris Wolfer, 

Dave Plasters, Mike Bankemper, John Lott, Joe Lunn and Stan Turner. In the back row is Gary Sebastian, 

Vince Wallace, Steve Kruse, Chris Vincent, Tom Ashe, Tom Moore and head coach Mike Daley.
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1979/Lott runs into NKU history by earning All-America honors

As a result of its performance at the 
regional, NKU earned a trip to River-
side, Calif., to compete in the NCAA 

Division II national finals. On Nov. 10, 1979, Lott 
ran into NKU history by posting a 19th-place finish 
at the nationals with a time of 30:45. Lott became 
the first athlete in NKU history to earn All-America 
honors with his performance at the nationals.

NKU placed 19th as a team at the nationals. 
NKU’s Mike Daley was named the Division II Na-
tional Coach of the Year.

Lott, a native of Owensboro, Ky., ended his ca-
reer as the top runner in the history of NKU cross 
country. In 1997, Lott was inducted into NKU’s 
Athletics Hall of Fame as a charter member.     

Norse cross country standout Johnny 

Lott is shown above during a training 

run in 1979. He is pictured on the right 

at the 1997 NKU Athletics Hall of Fame 

induction ceremony. Lott, who became 

the first Norse runner in history to earn 

All-America honors in 1979, was a charter 

member of  NKU’s Athletics Hall of Fame. 
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1980/NKU begins men’s soccer program by hiring Rockwood as first coach

NKU adds men’s soccer for the 1980 season and hires Paul Rockwood to start the program. The Norsemen 
post a 7-7-1 overall record in their inaugural season of play. Pictured above is the 1981 squad, which 
notched the program’s first winning record with a 9-5-1 mark.

NKU begins its men’s soccer program in 1980 and hires Paul Rockwood as 
the head coach. Rockwood’s Norsemen finish with a 7-7-1 overall record in 
that inaugural season of play. NKU made its debut as a varsity program by 

playing Union (Ky.) to a 5-all tie in overtime.
NKU won its first-ever contest by pulling out a 2-1 decision against Kentucky Christian. 

The Norsemen later collected postseason wins against both Union (Ky.) and Cumberland.
A year later, NKU would forge a 9-5-1 overall record to post the program’s first winning 

season. Rockwood would build the Norsemen into a respected soccer program at both 
the NAIA and NCAA Division II levels. His 1987 squad captured the program’s first Great 
Lakes Valley Conference Tournament championship, and he finished with 86 career wins.

NKU competes 
against Marshall 
on Oct. 7, 1981, at 
Highland Heights. 
NKU won, 1-0.

NORSEMEN MEET
THUNDERING HERD
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1981/NKU women’s sports leave AIAW major-college ranks to become members
  of the NCAA Division II level

The NKU volleyball team competes against Louisville 
during the 1981 season, the Norsewomen’s first as 
a member of the NCAA Division II. NKU finished 
29-16 with a No. 7 national ranking. Prior to 1981, 
NKU’s women’s athletics competed at the AIAW 
major-college level. 

NKU’s women’s sports begin 
competing as a member of the 
NCAA at the Division II level in 

1981. Prior to this, NKU women’s athletics 
had competed at the AIAW major-college 
level.  

The NKU volleyball team, a major 
powerhouse at the AIAW level for years, 
opens the 1981 season with losses to 
Pittsburgh and Ohio State but bounces 
back with wins over American, Rutgers and 
Eastern Kentucky.

NKU, nationally ranked in the Division II 
poll the entire season, earns its first berth 
in the NCAA Division II Tournament and is 
selected to host the regional in Regents 
Hall. The Norsewomen drop a 15-13, 3-15, 
11-15, 15-7, 15-12 decision to UC Davis 
and finish the season with a 29-16 record 
and a No. 7 national ranking in the Division 
II poll.

1981 - FROM AIAW TO THE NCAA
FOR NKU WOMEN’S ATHLETICS

The Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for Women was founded in 1971 to govern 
collegiate women’s athletics and to administer national championships. After the 1981-82 
academic year, the AIAW discontinued sponsorship of national championships. NKU left 
the AIAW following the 1979-80 academic year to become a member of the NCAA, but 
slow-pitch softball would still compete in the AIAW until after the 1982 season.
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1981/Massive state budget cuts force NKU to eliminate individual sports

By Dan Weber
The Kentucky Post
(reprinted with permission)
July 31, 1981

With each passing day, with each new budget cutback, the athletic picture at Northern 
Kentucky University looks a little clearer.

And bleaker.
There may be a bare semblance of an intercollegiate athletic program at NKU next year, 

but it’s no sure thing.
NKU basketball head coach Mike Beitzel can’t believe it, baseball coach Bill Aker would 

like to get on with whatever’s going to happen and the president, Dr. A.D. Albright, can’t 
really do much for either one of them right now.

“We can tell them what the situation is,” said Albright as he considered the additional 
$735,100 that must be trimmed from the school’s budget. “But it won’t answer the question 
that’s most in their minds: ‘What going to happen to me?’

“Unless we said we’re going to discontinue all athletics, it’s the dilemma we’re in. I know 
how uneasy it can make them, but I don’t want to say anything I have to retract. I don’t want 
to say any bull; that just decreases confidence in anything else you might say.”

One thing Albright has said throughout the budget crunch he reiterated again and again: 
“Educational programs come first.”

But the necessity of cutting anywhere from $250,000 to $450,000 out of the programs at 
the university shows the vulnerability of an athletic program that cost some $450,000 while 
generating less than $5,000 in income.

“We should have a recommendation from the Athletic Council by Aug. 12,” said Albright, 
who hopes to have the other steps in the budget cutting done soon thereafter.

“Scholarships are the last thing we’d default on,” said Albright, adding, “We’ll try to be as 
humane as we possibly can” on staff cutbacks. “I see us fulfilling the contractual obligations 
with the staff.” He said athletic director Dr. Lonnie Davis will go back to a faculty position in 
January.

“It’s a mixed situation there,” said Albright. “Some are not on contract.”
Beitzel, the first-year basketball coach, is one who isn’t, although it’s generally felt he will 

be the last cut.
“I’ve just got the letter from Dr. (James) Claypool sent me,” said Beitzel. “I can’t believe 

I’m in this situation against after Navy.” There, a personality class between then-assistant 

Coaches watch and wait
as jobs hang in balance

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Beitzel’s head coach and the athletic director saw the entire staff let go despite doing what 
was considered one of the best coaching jobs in the country.

“He’s (Dr. Albright) in a real bind,” said Beitzel. “He has to cut athletics. Who cares about 
athletics at NKU. Not the students. Not the faculty, except for a few. Does the president? I do 
think he does, but what can he do?

“I just sort of figured men’s basketball was important to the school. It’s tragic. We’ve 
worked like hell. But when you walk into an office at school now, all the people look at you 
like you’ve got leprosy.

“What really disappoints me is I like it here so much,” said the 33-year-old father of two 
young daughters who resides near the school with his wife, Janice. “If we got fired, I’d have 
to hustle out there and get a sales job. I’ve got a house payment to make.”

Aker, the NKU baseball head coach who doubles as director of intramurals, also has a 
letter of appointment that he has been told is as good as a contract. It’s not something he’s 
worrying about.

He is worried about the players he has on scholarship. “I don’t think we can legally cut 
them,” said Aker, “even if we don’t have a team. I think we’d have some real problems if we 
do.”

Aker would like to be able to tell them something soon. “It could cost some of these kids a 
lot of money,” said Aker of several juniors he feels are cinches to sign pro contracts this year. 
But not if they don’t play anywhere.

“It’s so late that I can guarantee that most coaches won’t have any aid left, and a lot of 
these kids don’t have enough money to go somewhere else. And I can’t do anything about 
placing them until NKU drops the program.”

NOTE: As a result of the budget cuts in 1981, NKU eliminated all of its individual sports 
(golf, men’s and women’s tennis and cross country). Retained were the team sports of 
men’s and women’s basketball, baseball, softball, men’s soccer and volleyball. Each of the 
individual sports would eventually be reinstated at NKU.

1981 BUDGET CUTS - CONTINUED



22      A look back at 39 years of NKU athletics history

1982/NKU slow-pitch softball wins regional title, advances to World Series

Back in the 1970s, NKU began a slow-pitch 

softball program that emerged as one of the 

best in the nation at the AIAW level. NKU 

enjoyed tremendous success behind the play of standouts 

such as Brenda Ryan and Pam Patrus, a duo that helped 

the Lady Norse capture the 1982 Kentucky Women’s 

Intercollegiate Conference title with two wins against 

Bellarmine and another victory against Campbellsville. 

Pitcher Amy Flaugher posted a 29-5 record that season 

for NKU, which also won the AIAW Southern Region II 

championship.

NKU advanced to the AIAW World Series, where the 

Lady Norse dropped games to North Carolina-Charlotte 

(5-4) and Auburn (5-3) to close the season with a 31-5 

record. NKU outscored the opposition 321-81 in 1982, 

with Ryan leading the way with 12 home runs, 50 runs 

batted in and a .541 batting average. Patrus drove in 37 

runs that season. NKU would switch to fastpitch in 1985. 

The early years of NKU 
slow-pitch softball 
produced many great 
players and team 
accomplishments. The 
Lady Norse made the 
transition to fastpitch 
softball in 1985. 
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1982-83/NKU’s men’s sports forced to move into NAIA competition 

After falling below the NCAA’s 

six-sport minimum for men’s 

athletics due to the massive 

budget cuts, NKU is forced to compete 

as an NAIA member in 1982-83. The 

Norsemen will remain in the NAIA 

until after the 1984-85 academic year. 

Baseball, men’s basketball and men’s 

soccer continue to enjoy success at the 

NAIA level for the next three seasons. 

NKU will not move back to the NCAA 

Division II level for men’s sports until 

the 1985-86 academic year, when the 

school joins the Great Lakes Valley 

Conference.

NKU star Brady Jackson (30) is pictured defending 
Berea’s Don Hairston during the Norsemen’s 87-
81 double-overtime victory in the NAIA District 32 
Tournament in Regents Hall. THE NAIA
1983-84/Winstel named NKU women’s basketball head coach

Nancy Winstel (pictured 
on the left in the back 
row) is named head 
coach for the NKU 
women’s basketball 
team in the 1983-84 
season. Her first team, 
which finished with a 
17-10 record, is shown 
in this picture. 
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1985/NKU baseball rolls into World Series in final season of NAIA competition 

The 1985 NKU baseball team 
started the season by losing 
its first five games, and the 

Norsemen stood 1-10 after suffering a 
2-1 setback against Montevallo.

NKU, however, rallied behind 
the play of speedy outfielder Alan 
Hayden (pictured on the right talking 
with head coach Bill Aker) and won 
34 of its next 46 games to reach the 
NAIA World Series, which was played 
at Lewiston, Idaho. Hayden finished 
with a single-season record 60 stolen 
bases for NKU. The World Series 
appearance also marked the end of 
NKU’s stay in the NAIA, as the entire 
athletics program would move into the 
NCAA Division II Great Lakes Valley 
Conference beginning in 1985-86.

The NKU baseball team prepares for its opening game in the 1985 NAIA World Series at Lewiston, Idaho.
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1985/NKU volleyball claims GLVC championship, makes big first impression

IMPRESSIVE GLVC DEBUT:
NKU CAPTURES LEAGUE TITLE

The NKU volleyball team 
made an immediate 
impact in the GLVC by 
capturing the league’s 
postseason champion 
in 1985. NKU featured 
GLVC Player of the Year 
Lori King (number 32 
in team photo) at setter 
and defeated Lewis, 
Southern Indiana and 
Indiana Central (now 
Indianapolis) for the 
GLVC title.

The NKU volleyball team etched itself into history during 1985 by claiming the 
school’s first-ever Great Lakes Valley 
Conference championship. And the 

Lady Norse did it even though head coach 
Jane Meier was unable to make the trip to 
Ashland, Ohio, for the GLVC Tournament.

Former NKU standout Julie Thoman 
coached the team as Meier remained home 
awaiting the birth of her first child. The Lady 
Norse defeated Lewis, 15-12, 15-13, 15-13, in 
the opening round. NKU then rallies from a 2-0 
deficit in games to post a 12-15, 8-15, 15-7, 15-
2, 15-5 win over Southern Indiana in the GLVC 
Tournament semifinals.

The volleyball team later becomes the 
first sport in NKU history to win a GLVC 
championship by rallying past Indiana Central, 
15-2, 10-15, 13-15, 15-9, 16-14, in the finale. 
The Lady Norse finish with a 30-9 record after defeating Wright State in a non-conference 
match. NKU standout setter Lori King is later named Academic All-American.

Linda Ruh (16) celebrates after recording a kill 
during NKU’s 15-12, 15-8, 15-5 win against 
Wright State on Oct. 15, 1985, in a non-
conference match in Regents Hall.
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1986/Klein, Steenken lead way as NKU men’s tennis claims GLVC championship

It was only fitting that Mr. Tennis led Northern Kentucky University to its first-ever 
men’s championship in the Great Lakes Valley Conference. Norse head Roger 
Klein guided his 1986 squad to the GLVC title that spring en route to a 15-4 over-

all record.
What made that championship even sweeter for Klein was the fact NKU had suffered 

through an 0-16 season the previous year as an NAIA member. Most assumed NKU 
would struggle during its first season in the GLVC in its return to NCAA DIvision II com-
petition, but Klein instead led his team to a championship and was named GLVC Coach 
of the Year.

NKU featured standout No. 1 singles player Paul Steenken, who was selected as 
GLVC Player of the Year. Steenken would eventually be inducted into the NKU Athletics 
Hall of Fame.

NKU defeated Southern Indiana and Bellarmine, considered the preseason favorites, 
to highlight the 1986 campaign. Bellarmine entered the 1986 season having won six 
consecutive GLVC titles. During the GLVC Championships, NKU coasted to the title with 
a final score of 31. Bellarmine and Lewis tied for second place with 12 points apiece.

The 1986 NKU men’s tennis team, which captured the school’s first-ever GLVC title for men’s sports.
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1986-87/NKU women’s basketball earns NCAA Division II Final Four trip

FINAL FOUR-BOUND!

NKU plays host to West 
Texas State on March 14, 
1987, in Regents Hall in the 

NCAA Division II national quarterfinals. 
The Lady Norse, ranked No. 7 
nationally in the final NCAA Division II 
poll, enter the game with a 24-4 record 
and 14 straight victories. West Texas 
State is ranked No. 6 nationally and is 
25-3.

West Texas State holds a 43-40 
lead with 14:36 remaining in the game, 
but Linda Honigford scores six points 
during a 12-0 NKU run to give the Lady 
Norse a 52-43 advantage.

NKU does not allow a field goal for 
for more than 11 minutes in the second 
half and rolls to a 64-55 win. The Lady 
Buffs go just 5-for-27 from the field in 
the second half and do not recover 
from NKU’s 12-0 run.

NKU senior forward Lori Tyler is 
named the most valuable player of the 
national quarterfinal game after scoring 
10 points and leading the defensive 
effort for the Lady Norse. Julie Wells 
scores a team-high 16 points for NKU, 
while Amy Falk adds 15. Honigford 
finishes with 12 points as NKU extends 
its winning streak to 15 games and 
earns its first-ever trip to the NCAA 
Division II Final Four.

NKU players and 
fans celebrate 
after the Lady 
Norse defeat 
West Texas 
State in the 
1987 national 
quarterfinals in 
Regents Hall. 
NKU earns its 
first trip to the 
NCAA Division II 
Final Four with 
the win.
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THE 1987 NCAA DIVISION II FINAL FOUR
(at Springfield, Mass.)

On March 19, 
1987, NKU 
meets New 

Haven in the NCAA 
Division II Final Four. 
New Haven enters the 
national semifinals with a 
26-game winning streak 
and a 27-2 record. NKU 
is 25-4 and owns 15 
consecutive victories

New Haven takes a 
33-25 halftime lead after 
shooting 45.5 percent 
from the field. The 
Chargers later extend 
that advantage to 57-
47 with eight minutes 
remaining.

NKU uses an 11-1 
spurt to tie the score 
at 58-all on Lori Tyler’s 

basket with 5:31 left in the game. The teams trade baskets, but New Haven 
takes a 66-64 lead when Charlene Taylor banks in a jumper. Melissa Wood hits 
the tying basket with 34 seconds remaining in regulation, and New Haven plays 
for the final shot. The Chargers are unable to convert and the teams go into 
overtime tied at 66-all.

NKU builds a 74-70 lead with 2:11 remaining when Melissa Wood buries a 
jumper from the right corner, but the Lady Norse do not score again. Charlene 
Taylor’s basket after grabbing an offensive rebound cuts NKU’s lead to 74-72. 
Wood misses the front end of the one-and-one bonus with 1:47 left, and she 
later misses the front end of the bonus with 1:20 remaining. New Haven takes 
the lead for good with 52 seconds left when Taylor converts two free throws. Lori 
Tyler leads NKU with 18 points, while Wood adds 15. Cindy Schlarman finishes 
with 11 points and 12 rebounds.
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1988-89/Fields named GLVC Player of the Year after record-breaking season

Derek Fields saved the best for last 
in his Northern Kentucky University 
career. As a senior during the 

1988-89 season, Fields averaged a school-
record 23.7 points per game and was named 
Great Lakes Valley Conference Player of 
the Year. The 6-foot-1 guard scored a Norse 
single-season record 664 points and earned a 
spot on the NABC All-America third team.

Fields became the first Norse men’s 
basketball player in history to earn that NCAA 
Division II honor from the NABC. In the final 
game of his career on March 4, 1989, Fields 
pours in 35 points, dishes out 10 assists 
and grabs six rebounds as NKU outlasts 
Indianapolis, 124-118, in Regents Hall. Fields 
finished his NKU career with 1,664 points. 

1988/NKU hires local high school legend Shields as men’s basketball head coach 

After the resignation of Mike Beitzel, Northern 
Kentucky University conducts a national search 
for its next men’s basketball head coach. NKU 

chooses legendary Highlands High School mentor Ken 
Shields as Beitzel’s replacement in the summer of 1988.

Shields arrives at NKU after collecting 460 victories at 
the prep level. He captured five regional championships 
while the head coach at Highlands. Shields owned a 
.642 winning percentage in 23 years of coaching both 
St. Thomas and Highlands, and his team notched 20-win 
seasons 16 times.

Shields inherits four returning starters at NKU. The 
Norsemen respond under Shields’ leadership and post a 
17-11 record. NKU also finishes 8-8 in the Great Lakes 
Valley Conference, marking the Norsemen’s first .500 season in the league. 
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1989/Aker collects 500th career victory as NKU baseball coach

NKU baseball head coach Bill 
Aker (pictured right) picked up 
his 500th career victory on April 

20, 1989. NKU swept a doubleheader from 
Thomas More to help Aker reach the 500-
win plateau. Aker’s 1989 team also posted a 
45-9 record and just missed earning a trip to 
the NCAA Division II World Series.

Armstrong State spoiled NKU’s bid to 
advance to the NCAA Division II World 
Series by defeating the Norsemen twice 
during the regional tournament. NKU was 
actually one pitch from winning the regional 
crown in the first meeting, owning a 4-3 lead 
with two outs in the ninth inning. Armstrong 
State, though, rallied for a 5-4 win to remain 
alive in the double-elimination event. The 
Pirates then rolled to an 18-2 victory to deny 
NKU a trip to the World Series.

NKU SWEEPS THOMAS MORE TO 
GIVE AKER 500th CAREER VICTORY

NKU baseball 
head coach Bill 
Aker receives a 
non-alcoholic 
champagne dousing 
from his team 
after the Norse 
mentor picked up 
his 500th career 
victory on April 20, 
1989. NKU swept a 
doubleheader from 
Thomas More to 
help Aker reach the 
500-win plateau. 
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1990/NKU men’s tennis begins new decade by winning GLVC title

The 1990 Northern Kentucky University men’s tennis team began 
the new decade by capturing the GLVC Tournament championship. 
The Norse, guided by head coach Jeff Zinn, posted a 6-0 mark 

against GLVC competition during the regular season and later claimed the 
league’s tournament. Zinn was named GLVC Coach of the Year for leading 
NKU to the championship.

NKU standouts Jeff Euwema, Kevin Montgomery and Scott Lutz all won 
singles championships during the GLVC Tournament to lead the Norse to 
the title. Euwema and Montgomery also teamed up at No. 1 doubles to claim 
another title for NKU.

Euwema, NKU’s No. 1 singles standout, later became the first GLVC ten-
nis player in history to participate in the NCAA DIvision II national champion-
ships. Euwema completed the season with a 23-12 overall record at No. 1 
singles competition.

The 1990 NKU men’s tennis team is pictured above. NKU standout Jeff Euwema is 
second from the left in the back row, while head coach Jeff Zinn is standing at the 
far right. NKU began the new decade by capturing the GLVC Tournament title.
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1990/Toebben begins task of rebuilding NKU men’s soccer program

When Paul Rockwood announced his resignation after the 1989 season, 
Northern Kentucky University turned to local coaching legend John Toebben to 
rebuild the program. From 1983 to 1985, Toebben coached the Kolping Soccer 

Program’s under-19 team, and once took them on a three-week, 15-game visit to Europe.  
They finished 11-4 on that trip. He also coached on the high school level at Covington Latin 
from 1980-84, and at Covington Catholic from 1975-79.

Prior to coming to NKU, Toebben spent three years as coach at Thomas More College, 
where he guided the Saints to a 24-24-5  mark.

In his first season at NKU in 1990, Toebben led the Norse to a 9-9-1 mark and was named  
Mideast Coach of the Year by the National Soccer Coaches Association of America. He 
would turn NKU into a Great Lakes Valley Conference power in the coming years.

John Toebben talks to his team during the 1990 season. Toebben led NKU to a 9-9-1 record in his debut 
during 1990 and was named Mideast Coach of the Year.
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1991/Heeter powers way into NKU baseball history with 48 career homers

The greatest home 
run hitter in Northern 
Kentucky University  

baseball history capped his 
career in style during the 1991 
season.

John Heeter crushed a 
team-leading 17 home runs as 
NKU posted a 30-16 record. 
Heeter also drove in 59 runs 
and batted .355 for NKU, which 
qualified for the Great Lakes 
Valley Conference Tournament 
with a 12-6 league mark.

In addition, Heeter compiled 
an .839 slugging percentage as 
a senior and scored 34 runs. 
The powerhouse catcher/first 
baseman was named to the 
All-GLVC first team for his 
performance. 

Heeter finished with 48 
career homers, the most in 
NKU history. During his junior 
year, Heeter slugged an NKU 
single-season record 18 home 
runs. He also led the Norsemen 
to the NCAA Division II 
Tournament as a junior by 
hitting .384 with 65 runs batted 
in, 10 doubles and four triples. The NKU slugger also scored 54 runs and helped the team 
finish with a 36-17-1 record.

John Heeter finished with 48 career home runs, the most in NKU 
baseball history. Heeter also slugged a school-record 18 homers 
during his junior season in 1990.
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1992/NKU men’s soccer captures GLVC Tournament championship

It took just three years for John Toebben to build NKU into a dominant GLVC 
men’s soccer program, and the Norse head coach led his team to the 1992 GLVC 
Tournament title in an impressive way.

NKU coasted to the GLVC 
Tournament championship 
by posting wins against 
Indianapolis (4-0), IPFW 
(2-1 in overtime) and 
Bellarmine (2-0 in the 
finale). The Norse finished 
the season with a 13-7-2 
overall record. Earlier in the 
fall, NKU had jumped up to 
No. 18 in the NCAA Division 
II national rankings.

NKU featured GLVC 
co-Players of the Year 
Todd Gruenwald and 
Tom Derenthal in 1992. 
Gruenwald netted 19 goals 
and added 11 assists, while 
Derenthal finished with nine goals and six assists. Freshman standout Chad Scott added 10 
goals for NKU.

John Toebben (left) poses with former NKU athletic director Jane Meier 
with the 1992 GLVC Tournament championship trophy.

The 1992 NKU men’s 
soccer team, pictured 
on the left, captured the 
GLVC Tournament title 
with a 2-0 win against 
Bellarmine in the finale.
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1993/Norse men’s soccer repeats as GLVC Tournament champions

A youthful Northern Kentucky Univer-
sity men’s soccer team repeated 
as Great Lakes Valley Confer-

ence Tournament champions in 1993, as two 
sophomores and two freshmen starred for the 
Norse.

Sophomore Chad Scott scored 14 goals 
and added six assists for NKU, while fresh-
man J.T. Roberts netted 13 goals with eight 
assists in his collegiate debut. The Norse 
posted a 13-4-2 overall record and repeated 
as GLVC champions by defeating Saint Jo-
seph’s in the semifinals, 2-1, and then claim-
ing their second straight title with a 2-0 vic-
tory against Lewis in the finale. Both of those 
GLVC Tournament contests were played at 
Highland Heights, Ky.

Sophomore Shawn Neace recorded 14 as-
sists to lead NKU in that category. Freshman 
Marty Tucker scored six goals and added a 
pair of assists that season.

Senior Tim Yacks was a defensive stalwart 
for NKU and earned All-Mideast honors from 
the NSCAA, as did junior defender Neil Cur-
rie. Senior goalie Jeb Snyder notched three 
shutouts for NKU and finished with a 1.06 
goals against average. The Norse, however, 
were overlooked for a berth in the NCAA 
Division II Tournament for the second straight 
season.

J.T. Roberts (left) congratulates Marty 
Tucker on scoring a goal during a 4-1 win 
against Bellarmine on Oct. 6, 1993.

The NKU men’s soccer team (left) 
celebrates after capturing the 1993 GLVC 
Tournament championship with a 2-0 win 
against Lewis. NKU finished with a 13-4-2 
record in 1993, including a 5-0-1 mark in 
the GLVC. It marked the second straight 
GLVC Tournament championship for NKU, 
which would also capture the league title 
again in 1995.
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1994-95/NKU men’s basketball wins GLVC title in three-overtime thriller

The significance of the game could best be measured by the crowd waiting outside 
the Regents Hall ticket window. A small gathering that started with 10 or so fans 
around 9:30 a.m. had by noon grown into a mob numbering several hundred. All 

were hoping to see the 1 p.m. clash for the Great Lakes Valley Conference championship 
– NKU vs. Kentucky Wesleyan.

The showdown featured two teams that sported identical 23-3 records heading into the 
season finale. Two teams ranked in the nation’s top 10. Two teams separated by one game 
in the standings, determined to take home the GLVC crown the afternoon of March 4, 1995.

Two teams that would provide one of the most dramatic, emotionally draining contests in 
GLVC history during the next two hours.

Three overtimes later, the sellout crowd of 1,599 watched Kentucky Wesleyan’s Willis 
Cheaney launch a 20-foot jump shot with seven seconds remaining and NKU holding a 100-
99 lead. The shot bounced off the rim and LaRon Moore corralled the biggest rebound in 
NKU history.

Moore threw an outlet pass to Ryan Schrand, who dribbled jubilantly down the right side 
of the court as time ran out. NKU fans, coaches and players soon spilled out onto the court 
as the buzzer sounded.

NKU had won a 100-99 decision in triple overtime and captured its first-ever GLVC 

The 1994-95 season provided NKU fans with some of the greatest moments in Norse basketball 
history. Pictured above is the line waiting to purchase tickets for the final regular-season game on 
March 4, 1995, as NKU hosted Kentucky Wesleyan for the GLVC championship. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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NKU’s LaRon Moore (far right) battles 
Kentucky Wesleyan’s Kenny Green (00) 
on March 4, 1995, in Regents Hall. NKU’s 
Andre McClendon (24) is also shown in the 
photo.

Below is the NKU bench reacting during 
the final seconds of the Norse’s 100-99 
victory against Kentucky Wesleyan. NKU 
claimed the GLVC championship with the 
victory.

championship in men’s basketball.
“It’s really difficult to describe the feel-

ing after we won, but I can assure you 
it was worth the (three-overtime) wait,” 
NKU head coach Ken Shields said after 
the game. “In front of such a huge crowd, 
in such a big game, it was the biggest 
win of my coaching career.”

And, without question, the biggest 
victory in the history of NKU men’s bas-
ketball.

NKU VS. KY. WESLEYAN - CONTINUED
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1994-95/NKU men’s basketball earns right to host NCAA Tournament

After winning the GLVC regular-season title, NKU is selected as the No. 1 seed and 
host for the NCAA Division II Great Lakes Regional. The event, featuring NKU, 
Quincy, Southern Indiana and Kentucky Wesleyan, is hosted inside Riverfront 

Coliseum in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Southern Indiana knocks off Kentucky Wesleyan in the opening game on March 11, 1995, 

at Riverfront Coliseum. In the second semifinal, Shaft 
Stevenson pours in 26 points as NKU defeats Quincy, 
97-91. Reggie Talbert adds 19 points for the Norse, who 
extend their winning streak to 16 consecutive games. It 
also marks the first-ever NCAA Tournament victory for the 
NKU men’s basketball program.

That sets up 
a showdown 
between NKU 
and Southern 
Indiana for the 
regional title.

On March 
12, Chad 
Gilbert and 
Brian Huebner 
each score 
22 points as 
Southern 

Indiana holds off a late NKU rally to win the 
Great Lakes Region championship, 102-94. 
Shannon Minor scores 31 points to lead NKU, and 
Stevenson adds 17 points in his final collegiate 
game. NKU finishes with a 25-4 record - the best 
in the program’s history.

Two weeks later, Southern Indiana - which 
NKU defeated twice in the regular season - wins 
the NCAA Division II national championship 
at Louisville, Ky. NKU, however, had clearly 
established itself as a power in the GLVC, and the 
Norse would begin the next season ranked in the 
nation’s top 10 in virtually every publication. 

THE 1995 GREAT LAKES REGIONAL
(at Cincinnati, Ohio)

Shaft Stevenson scores against 
Quincy during the NCAA II Great 
Lakes Regional Tournament.

Reggie Talbert goes over Quincy’s John Peck 
during NKU’s 97-91 NCAA Tournament 
victory in 1995.
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1995/Welage leads NKU’s men’s golf team to NCAA national finals

NKU golfer Mark Welage (pic-
tured at the left and below) 
led the Norse to the NCAA 

Division II national finals in the spring of 
1995 by winning the medal at the District 
IV Tournament. Welage captured the 
medal by shooting rounds of 74-76 for a 
total of 150 as NKU finished first with a 
team score of 609.

NKU then posted an 11th-place fin-
ish at the nationals in Aiken, S.C., with a 
score of 1,261 at the par-72 Cedar Creek 
Golf Club. Welage totaled 309 to tie for 
18th nationally in the event.

The following year, NKU finished 12th 
at the nationals at Edmond, Okla. NKU’s 
Tom Walters finished second in the indi-
vidual competition with a score of 292.
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1995/NKU’s Lewin becomes NCAA’s all-time queen of service aces

Northern Kentucky University’s 
Kerry Lewin officially became col-
legiate volleyball’s queen of aces 

during the 1995 season.
On Oct. 25, 1995, Lewin broke the colle-

giate all-time record for career service aces 
by collecting her 510th ace in a match against 
the College of Mount St. Joseph. Lewin’s 
historic ace is pictured on the left during the 
fourth game with NKU holding a 12-9 lead.

Earlier in the season on Sept. 29, Lewin 
eclipsed the NCAA Division II record when 
she recorded her 466th career ace during a 
victory against Kentucky Wesleyan.

Lewin used a powerful jump serve to lead 
the nation in aces as a junior and senior. She 
would also play a key role in NKU’s Great 
Lakes Valley Conference Tournament cham-
pionship later in the fall.
 
On the left, NKU head coach Mary Biermann presents 

Lewin with the ball after her historic ace. Lewin fin-

ished her career at NKU later that season by leading 

the Norse to the GLVC championship.
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1995/NKU volleyball claims GLVC Tournament championship

Kerry Lewin (center) takes a final bow in front of the home fans after NKU wins the 1995 GLVC Tour-
nament championship in Regents Hall. The Norse defeated IPFW, 11-15, 15-7, 15-7, 15-7, to capture 
the GLVC title for the first time since 1985. This marked the final match in Lewin’s career. NKU fin-
ished with a 30-3 record and 27 straight wins but did not receive an NCAA Tournament berth.

Kerry Lewin capped off 
an incredible senior 
season by leading 

NKU to the 1995 GLVC Tour-
nament championship. Lewin 
recorded 25 kills, 29 digs and 
served up three aces as the 
Norse posted an 11-15, 15-7, 
15-7, 15-7 win against IPFW 
in the championship match. It 
marked NKU’s first volleyball title 
since 1985.

Colleen Kaufman added 17 
kills and 18 digs for NKU, which 
won its 27th consecutive match 
and improved to 30-3. The 
Norse, however, did not receive 
a berth in the NCAA Division II 
Tournament.
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1995-96/Norse men’s basketball wins first-ever regional championship

The media called it the Southern Indi-
ana Invitational, and most of those 
closely involved with the NCAA Divi-

sion II Tournament assumed the outcome – a 
USI victory – would be little more than a formal-
ity.

After all, defending NCAA Division II na-
tional champion Southern Indiana was hosting 
the Great Lakes Regional, and the Screaming 
Eagles entered the tournament loaded with tal-
ent, experience, momentum and history on their 
side. The Great Lakes Regional, which featured 
Lake Superior State, Indianapolis, Oakland 
(Mich.), Northern State (S.D.), Northern Ken-
tucky and Southern Indiana, appeared to be a 
minor hurdle for USI in its quest for a second 
straight national championship.

Someone, however, forgot to tell the players 
and coaches at NKU.

A year earlier, NKU had defeated Southern 
Indiana twice in the regular season en route to 
the Great Lakes Valley Conference champion-
ship. But in the Great Lakes Region champion-
ship game, Southern Indiana toppled NKU in 
their third meeting to earn a berth in the Elite 
Eight.

In 1996, Southern Indiana defeated NKU twice to win the GLVC title. And though the 
Norse entered the NCAA Tournament with a 21-6 record, few gave them a chance to beat 
Southern Indiana in Evansville, Ind. After receiving first-round byes in the six-team field, 
NKU and Southern Indiana both won their semifinal games, setting up yet another meet-
ing for the trip to the Elite Eight.

As the bus arrived in front of the PAC Arena a little more than an hour before the re-
gional championship game, NKU senior center Reggie Talbert stood up and said, “It’s time 
to take care of unfinished business.”

In front of a sellout crowd, NKU did just that. The Norse defeated Southern Indiana, 
99-87, to capture their first-ever regional championship. Paul Cluxton scored 33 points 
against Southern Indiana and was named the regional’s most outstanding player.

NKU was heading to the NCAA Division II Elite Eight at Louisville, Ky.  

NKU’s Andy Listerman celebrates following 
the Norse’s 99-87 win against Southern 
Indiana in the 1996 regional championship 
game in Evansville, Ind.
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The NKU crowd erupts after Cal State Bakersfield is forced to call a timeout in the first half of the NCAA 
Division II Elite Eight on March 20, 1996. NKU built a double-digit lead in the first half.

NKU and Cal State Bakersfield met for the 
second time in three months on March 
20 at the Commonwealth Convention 

Center. The Norse built a double-digit lead in the 
first half, but Cal State Bakersfield rallied and trailed 
just 31-27 at the half. The Roadrunners eventually 
took the lead in the second half and owned a 55-54 
advantage with 10 seconds left.

Kevin Listerman grabbed the rebound after a 
Cal-State Bakersfield missed free throw and drove 
the length of the floor. Listerman penetrated the 
lane and found his brother, Andy, open for a layup 
(pictured right) with 2.8 seconds left on the clock as 
NKU took a 56-55 lead. Andy Listerman intercepted 
the ensuing inbounds pass and the Norse advanced 
to the NCAA Division II Final Four against powerful 
Virginia Union.

THE 1996 NCAA II ELITE EIGHT
(at Louisville, Ky.)
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LaRon Moore releases the winning shot over 
Virginia Union’s Ben Wallace in the closing 
seconds of the 1996 national semifinals. 
Moore’s basket gave NKU a 68-66 lead with 
3.2 seconds remaining, and the Norse held 
on for the victory. NKU earned a spot in the 
NCAA Division II national championship game 
against Fort Hays State as a result of the win 
over Virginia Union. The Norse would also play 
on CBS television before a national audience 
in the championship game. Wallace, one of the 
top players in the nation that season, would go 
on to become a rebounding star in the NBA. 
He also played a major role in the 2004 NBA 
championship won by the Detroit Pistons.

NKU met powerful Virginia Union 
- expected by most to win the 
national title - in the NCAA Division 

II Final Four on March 21. Virginia Union 
enterd the game against NKU leading the 
nation in field-goal percentage defense 
at .366. The Panthers employed an 
aggressive zone defense that encouraged 
teams to shoot from the perimeter.

NKU had no problems with the 
Virginia Union zone defense in the first 
half and built a 37-25 halftime lead. Led 
by All-America center and eventual NBA 
standout Ben Wallace (14 rebounds) and 
Luther Bates (20 points), Virginia Union 
rallied from a double-digit deficit to tie NKU 
at 61-all late in regulation. Paul Cluxton, 
however, responded by hitting a long 3-
pointer to give NKU a 64-61 lead with two 
minutes remaining.

Cluxton missed the front end of the 
bonus with 44 seconds left and NKU 
holding a 66-64 lead. Bates was fouled 
with 27 seconds remaining, and he hit both 
free throws to tie the game at 66-all.

With less than 10 seconds remaining, 
LaRon Moore took a pass, dribbled and 
put up a 12-foot turnaround jumper that 
was defended by Wallace. Moore’s jumper 
found the bottom of the net to give NKU 
a 68-66 lead. Virginia Union’s Thomas 
Meredith attempted a desperation 3-
pointer that falls short at the buzzer, 
and NKU advances to the national 
championship game against unbeaten Fort 
Hays State.

For the first time in the history of 
the program, the Norse will appear on 
national television on CBS in the national 
championship game.

THE 1996 NCAA DIVISION II NATIONAL SEMIFINALS
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THE 1996 NCAA II DIVISION II
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

Northern Kentucky vs. Fort Hays State

Playing before a CBS national 
television audience on March 
23 at the Commonwealth 

Convention Center, NKU and 
unbeaten Fort Hays State squared 
off for the NCAA Division II national 
championship. A crowd of 3,707 is in 
attendance to watch the national title 
game.

NKU limits standout center Alonzo 
Goldston to just 12 points, but Sherick 
Simpson scores 24 points and Anthony 
Pope adds 19 as Fort Hays State wins 
the national title with a 70-63 victory 
over NKU. Pope hits a crucial 3-pointer 
late in the game to seal the title for 
Fort Hays State, which finishes with a 
34-0 record.

Paul Cluxton leads NKU with 17 
points, while Andy Listerman adds 
15 points. Cluxton - who missed his 
final free-throw attempt two nights 
earlier against Virginia Union late 
in the second half -  hits all four of 
his attempts from the free-throw line 
against Fort Hays State. 

Andre McClendon - playing with 
an injured hamstring suffered two 
nights earlier - puts on a courageous 
display against the 6-foot-9 Goldston 
and finishes with 11 points and five 
rebounds in 21 minutes of action. 
McClendon is named the Chevrolet 
Most Valuable Player by CBS for his 
effort.

NKU’s Andre McClendon drives against Fort Hays 
State’s Sherick Simpson (32) and All-America center 
Alonzo Goldston (52) during the 1996 NCAA Division 
II national championship game. McClendon finished 
with 11 points and five rebounds for the Norse, 
who dropped a 70-63 decision. Simpson was named 
the most outstanding player of the Elite Eight after 
scoring 24 points against NKU. 

NKU BATTLES FORT HAYS STATE
FOR NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP
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I f statistics mean anything, NKU’s 
Paul Cluxton is the greatest 
shooter in the history of college 

basketball.
Cluxton set a collegiate basketball 

record by converting 94 consecutive free 
throws during the 1996-97 campaign. He 
finished 94-for-94 that season and is the 
only player in NCAA history to lead the 
nation in free-throw percentage without 
missing a shot from the line.

Going back to his junior season, 
Cluxton actually made 98 consecutive 
free throws. He converted his final four 
attempts from the line in 1995-96 and 
then proceeded to hit 94 consecutive free 
throws as a senior.

Cluxton’s shooting skills were not 
just limited to free throws, though. The 
native of Lynchburg, Ohio, also made 
303 attempts from 3-point range during 
his career. As a senior, Cluxton was 111-
for-226 from 3-point range and averaged 
15.2 points per game. He was also named 
third team All-American by the NABC his 
senior season and helped NKU win two 
straight NCAA Division II Great Lakes 
Region championships. The Norse also 
advanced to the national championship 
games in 1996 and ‘97. Cluxton finished 
his career with 1,495 points.

Cluxton sets all-time collegiate record 
by making 94 straight free throws
during the 1996-97 season

1996-97/Cluxton sets collegiate record for free throws in perfect fashion 

NKU’s Paul Cluxton releases a free throw during the 
1996-97 season. Cluxton made all of his attempts 
from the line that season and became the only 
player in NCAA history to lead the nation in free-
throw percentage without missing a shot from the 
line. Cluxton also earned All-America honors as 
a senior as NKU advanced to the NCAA Division 
II national championship game for the second 
straight season.
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The storybook ending, something even CBS Sports couldn’t have scripted any better, 
was waiting to happen for Northern Kentucky. With 2.5 seconds remaining in the 
NCAA Division II national championship game against Cal State Bakersfield, the 

Norse trailed 57-56 but had the ball underneath their own basket.
Sophomore guard Kevin Listerman, always known for his prudent decision-making on the 

basketball court, was inbounding the ball. As the NKU players attempted to break loose for 
an open shot, junior guard Andy Listerman came off a pick and received the inbounds pass 
about 10 feet from the basket.

A year earlier, Listerman had also taken a pass from his younger brother to score the 
winning basket against Bakersfield in the NCAA Division II national quarterfinals.

Was history about to repeat itself on the same exact court? Against the same team? This 
time for the national championship?

Not this time.
Listerman’s jumper fell short, and Bakersfield escaped with a 57-56 win. It was the 

Roadrunners’ third national championship of the 1990s, and the setback ended NKU’s season 
at 30-5 - the best record in school history.

Kebu Stewart finished with 18 points and 21 rebounds to lead Bakersfield. Michael 
Jackson also collected a double-double for the Roadrunners with 11 points and 11 rebounds.

Cliff Clinton paced NKU with 12 points and 11 
rebounds. Shannon Minor scored 12 points for the Norse, 
who were just 2-for-7 from the free-throw line. Bakersfield 
won the rebounding battle by a 46-35 margin.

Clinton, Minor and Paul Cluxton were each named to 
the Elite Eight All-Tournament Team. Stewart was named 
the most outstanding player of the Elite Eight.

Cluxton did not get to the free-throw line during the 
national championship game and finished his senior year 
perfect - 94-for-94 - from the charity stripe.

1996-97/NKU men fall just short in NCAA Division II national title game

Andy Listerman (pictured at the right) appears upset by an 
official’s failure to call a foul after his last-second shot attempt falls 
short at the buzzer during the 1997 NCAA Division II national 
championship game against Cal State Bakersfield. With 2.5 seconds 
remaining in the game and NKU trailing 57-56, Listerman took 
the inbounds pass and attempted a short jumper that was closely 
guarded by Cal State Bakersfield’s defense. The ball appeared to be 
slightly deflected just after the shot, and some contact did occur on 
the play. No call was made, however, and Bakersfield survived to 
capture the national championship.
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1997/NKU hires Sheehan to begin women’s soccer program

NKU implemented women’s soccer as a varsity sport in 1997 and hired Bob Sheehan to build the 

program. Sheehan (pictured in the back row to the far right) spent 13 years as head coach at St. Ursula  

Academy in Cincinnati and built one of Ohio’s top prep powerhouses in girls’ soccer. The 1997 team, 

which opened play Aug. 31 at Southern Indiana that year with a 2-0 loss, is pictured above. The Norse’s 

first victory came at North Central (Ill.) on Sept. 7, 1997, by a 7-1 score.

On Aug. 31, 1997, Northern Kentucky University plays its first-ever varsity wom-
en’s soccer match. The Norse travel to Evansville, Ind., to meet Southern Indi-
ana at Strassweg Field. Southern Indiana posts a 2-0 win against NKU in that 

contest. The Screaming Eagles net a goal in each half to knock off the Norse.
On Sept. 6, 1997, Lewis scores four goals in the first half and coasts to a 5-0 win 

against NKU at Romeoville, Ill.
On Sept. 7, 1997, NKU records its first-ever victory with a 7-1 road triumph against 

North Central (Ill.). Lisa Geiman scores the first goal in NKU history 25 minutes into the 
match off an assist from Ginger Riley. Nine minutes later, Geiman strikes again with anoth-
er goal that is assisted Kelly Oberschlake. Lindsay Smith adds another goal two minutes 
later to give NKU a 3-0 halftime lead, and the Norse roll to their first win.
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1998/NKU volleyball wins first-ever regional championship, trip to Elite Eight

NKU players celebrate after beating SIUE in the 1998 NCAA Division II Great Lakes Regional championship 
match in Regents Hall. The Norse defeated the Cougars, 15-9, 15-3, 3-15, 15-9, to earn a trip to Tampa, Fla., 
for the NCAA Division II Elite Eight. Shown in the photo above are NKU All-American setter Molly Donovan 
(9), Jenny Jeremiah (1) and Julie Hathorn (left) after the final point against SIUE. It marked the first-ever 
NCAA regional championship in Norse volleyball history.

NKU DEFEATS

SIUE IN 1998 

GREAT LAKES 

REGIONAL 

TITLE MATCH

The NKU volleyball 
team captured its 
first NCAA Division II 

Great Lakes Regional cham-
pionship in 1998 by defeating 
SIUE in four games in Regents 
Hall. The Norse advanced 
to the NCAA Division II Elite 
Eight in Tampa, Fla. Senior 
setter Molly Donovan led NKU 
in 1998 and became the first 
Norse volleyball player in his-
tory to earn All-America honors 
from the AVCA. Donovan was 
named to the All-America sec-

ond team by the AVCA after becoming the first NKU player to reach 4,000 career assists.
NKU met Tampa in its opening match of the 1998 Elite Eight and dropped a four-game 

decision to the Spartans.
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1998-99/Cottrell’s buzzer-beater gives NKU women regional championship 

On March 6, 1999, Michelle Cottrell grabs an offensive rebound and scores as 
time expires to give NKU a 65-63 win over Michigan Tech and a trip to the NCAA 
Division II Elite Eight. With less than a minute remaining, Julie Stanley buried a 3-

pointer to give NKU a 63-61 lead. Michigan Tech’s Allison Bailey responded by hitting a short 
jumper to tie the score at 63-all with 14 seconds left on the clock.

After a timeout, NKU works the ball into Shannon Smith, who misses a jumper from the 
right side of the lane. Cottrell, however, snares the offensive rebound and muscles up a 
shot with one second remaining. The ball goes through the basket as time expires, giving 
NKU the regional championship and setting off a wild celebration in Regents Hall. Michele 
Tuchfarber leads NKU with 19 points and seven assists.

NKU’s Julie Stanley (jumping in the center of the lane) and Michele Tuchfarber (jumping at the free-throw 
line) celebrate after Michelle Cottrell’s shot goes through the basket as time expires. Michigan Tech players 
Elizabeth Pietila (22), Janalee Rondorf (40) and Megan Gardner (20) are also pictured as the crowd in the 
background waits for the official to signal Cottrell’s last-second basket is good.
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1998-99/NKU women’s tennis program begins era of GLVC dominance

The arrival of Jamie O’Hara 
launched an era of GLVC domi-
nance for the NKU women’s ten-

nis program during the 1998-99 season.
O’Hara, a blue-chip recuit from Lone 

Oak High School, led NKU to a 16-7 overall 
record and the GLVC Tournament title as a 
freshman. NKU posted a 10-0 mark against 
the GLVC during the fall regular season 
and then captured the tournament title 
without dropping a set.

O’Hara (pictured on the right) was 
named GLVC Player of the Year as a fresh-
man, and she would also earn that award 
the next three seasons. She posted a 14-4 
record at No. 1 singles in her collegiate 
debut.

NKU also earned its first-ever NCAA 
Division II Tournament berth in 1999. The 
Norse lost to Northern Colorado in the first 
round in a match played at Topeka, Kan.

The NKU women’s 
tennis team poses for 
photos after claiming 
the GLVC title in 1998 
at Indianapolis, Ind. 
NKU head coach Dave 
Bezold (pictured on the 
far right) brought in an 
outstanding recruiting 
class for the 1998-99 
campaign that included 
eventual four-time GLVC 
Player of the Year Jamie 
O’Hara. In the spring, 
NKU earned its first-
ever berth in the NCAA 
Division II Tournament. 
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1999/NKU volleyball defeats Northwood in thriller to repeat as regional champion

On Nov. 21, 1999, NKU 
repeated as Great 
Lakes Region cham-

pions with a 17-15, 15-7, 8-15, 
21-19 win over Northwood. But 
this four-game win was anything 
but routine. Especially the fourth 
game, which provided the Re-
gents Hall crowd with some of 
the most exciting, exhausting 
and exhilarating play in the his-
tory of NKU volleyball.

One minute it was Jenny Jer-
emiah (22 kills, 27 digs) coming 
up with a key dig or a clutch kill. 
The next minute it was Jessica 
Buroker (19 kills, 26 digs) doing 
the same. There were also key 
plays by Greta Grinstead (two 
service aces, 23 digs, four as-
sisted blocks), Bobbi Casey (76 
assists, six kills, 15 digs) and 
Bethany Gastright (21 kills, 17 
digs) in the fourth game. Denise 
Barhorst also had a key block in 
the fourth game and finished with 
15 kills, seven digs, a solo block 
and five assisted blocks.

NKU players celebrate after the final point of their 17-15, 15-
7, 8-15, 21-19 victory over Northwood in the championship 
match of the 1999 NCAA II Great Lakes Regional  in Regents 
Hall.

The NKU volleyball team (pictured 

right) visits the Kellogg’s Building 

during the 1999 NCAA Division II 

Elite Eight at Battle Creek, Mich. 

NKU met North Alabama in the na-

tional quarterfinals and defeated the 

Lions in four games. NKU then lost 

to eventual national champion BYU-

Hawaii in the semifinals to finish the 

season with a 33-2 record.
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1999/NKU women’s soccer claims regional championship, trip to NCAA Final Four

Jeanna Martin (1) celebrates after scoring the clinching goal with 1:02 remaining as NKU defeats 
Mercyhurst (Pa.), 3-1, in the 1999 national quarterfinals. NKU advanced to the NCAA Division II 
Final Four in just its third season of varsity competition. 

In just its third season as a varsity program, the NKU women’s soccer team ad-
vanced to the NCAA Division II Final Four. The Norse, who won the GLVC Tourna-
ment championship for the second straight year, knocked off North Dakota State, 

1-0, in the opening round of the NCAA Tournament at Wilder, Ky.
NKU then earned 

a trip to the Final 
Four by defeating 
Mercyhurst (Pa.), 
3-1, in the national 
quarterfinals at 
Wilder, Ky. Lindsay 
Smith scored two 
goals to lead the 
Norse, and Jeanna 
Martin added a 
clinching goal late in 
the game. 

Franklin Pierce 
defeated NKU, 2-0, 
in the Final Four.
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2000/Norse women’s basketball wins NKU’s first-ever national championhip

PINE BLUFF, Ark. - The buzzer sounded, and Northern Kentucky University’s women 
raced to midcourt, a circle of friends in a circle of tears.

Within minutes, national champion T-shirts had been donned. Then came the ladder-
and-scissors drill. Seventy minutes after the final buzzer, coach Nancy Winstel jumped fully 
clothed into the pool at the Ramada Inn next door, and the Norse followed suit, still in their 
uniforms.

There was one final game plan: With a 5:15 a.m. wake-up call today to make a flight, the 
players were to prevent oversleeping by simply not sleeping.

“Heck, it’s not like we have practice tomorrow,” Winstel said.
For the first national title of any kind in school history, there was to be no celebration left 

By Neil Schmidt
The Cincinnati Enquirer
(reprinted with permission)

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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unfinished. An all-night party 
was the least they could do.

“It’s almost 
undescribeable,” junior guard 
Heather Livingstone said. “I 
wish I would have looked in 
a dictionary to find a word for 
this. It’s absolutely the best 
feeling in the world.”

What began as a rebuilding 
season ended in rejoicing, 
the Norse rallying for a 71-62 
overtime triumph over North 
Dakota State for the NCAA 
Division II basketball crown 
Saturday at the Pine Bluff 
Convention Center. A team 
figured a year away from its 
peak somehow stands at the 
summit.

NKU had no seniors in its nine-player rotation. It had just four players back from last 
season, two of them starters.

Yet it had heart. NKU trailed late in the second half of all five of its tournament 
games, behind by double digits in two of them. It rallied from seven points down with 
15 minutes left Saturday, then regrouped after losing a four-point lead in the final 80 
seconds of regulation.

“Our team has more heart than anyone,” forward Amy Mobley said.
 Mobley, a freshman from Harrison, scored 13 points Saturday, 11 of them after 

halftime.
Michelle Cottrell, a sophomore forward from Boone County, earned tournament Most 

Valuable Player honors after totaling 23 points and 19 rebounds. Michele Tuchfarber, a 
junior guard from Mount Notre Dame, totaled nine points, six rebounds, four assists and 
three steals and also made the all-tourney team.

NKU finished 32-2, ending with a 24-game winning streak. North Dakota State, a 
five-time national champ, went 28-4.

“This is one of the few times I have ever been speechless,” Winstel said. “When we 
went into this year, we didn’t ever think about winning a national championship. We’re so 
young, we never looked ahead past the next game.”

The secret Saturday was defense. NKU held the Bison to one basket the last 11:27 
of play, including 0-of-7 shooting in overtime. They shot 33.9 percent, making just seven 
of 30 shots after halftime.

Division II Player of the Year Jayne Even scored just 14 points on 5-for-18 shooting.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS - CONTINUED

NKU’s Nancy Winstel (left) and Michele Tuchfarber speak with 
the media after winning the 2000 national championship. 
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“They were all over Jayne defensively, and their offensive execution was much better 
than ours,” NDSU coach Amy Ruley said.

The lead changed hands throughout the second half, but the Bison used two free throws 
and a basket with 39 seconds left to tie the score. Livingstone missed a potential game-
winning 3-pointer, NDSU turned 
over the ball, and Cottrell missed a 
heavily guarded shot at the buzzer.

After 32 years as a university, 
another five minutes wasn’t too 
much longer to wait.

“Everyone was tired, but we had 
so much adrenaline,” NKU junior 
Julie Cowens said. “We knew we 
were wearing them out.”

NKU started the overtime strong, 
working the ball to Cottrell for a bank 
shot 21 seconds into the period, 
then fed her for another basket and 
a four-point lead. It beat NDSU’s 
press for three layups, and at 6:55 
p.m. Eastern time, the long wait had 
ended.

The heartache over two previous Final Four losses — in 1987 and last year — was 
gone. So was the sting of the men’s basketball team’s losses in back-to-back championship 
games in 1996 and ’97, the latter by a point.

This was NKU’s sixth NCAA 
Tournament team in the last 13 
months: women’s basketball (twice), 
women’s tennis, volleyball, women’s 
soccer and men’s basketball. The 
volleyball and soccer teams reached 
the Final Four.

“Our athletic program continues 
to grow,” President James Votruba 
said.

The players, coaches and fans 
lingered on the court afterward, 
many wearing stunned smiles.

“I can’t even believe it,” Athletic 
Director Jane Meier said. “It’s so 
neat when you say, ‘NKU, national 
champions.’ What a ring to it.”

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS - CONTINUED
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N. KENTUCKY (32-2) - Livingstone 1-5 2-2 5, Tuchfarber 3-9 2-3 9, Cottrell 7-14 9-12 23, Cowens 
5-9 2-2 12, Jenson 2-6 2-2 7, Smith 0-1 0-0 0, Mobley 4-7 4-10 13, Polosky 0-1 0-0 0, Flanagan 1-1 0-0 2. 
Totals 23-53 21-31 71.

N. DAKOTA ST. (28-4) - Burns 2-4 0-1 4, Amundson 5-9 1-2 11, Gehrke 2-14 3-4 8, Boeddeker 1-3 0-
0 2, Even 5-18 4-8 14, Berry 4-12 6-6 16, Ditty 1-1 2-2 4, Reif 0-0 0-1 0, Perrizo 1-1 0-2 3, Mayor 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 21-62 16-26 62.

Halftime-NDSU 33, NKU 29. 3-point goals-NKU 4-11 (Tuchfarber 1-1, Livingstone 1-3, Jenson 1-3, 
Mobley 1-3, Cowens 0-1), NDSU 4-19 (Berry 2-5, Perrizo 1-1, Gehrke 1-8, Amundson 0-1, Even 0-4). 
Fouled out-Tuchfarber, Boeddeker. Rebounds-NKU 44 (Cottrell 19), NDSU 41 (Even, Berry 10).

NKU 71, NORTH DAKOTA STATE 62 (ot)
MARCH 25, 2000

NKU’S FIRST-EVER NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
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2000/After 29 years and 800 career victories, Aker announces retirement

NKU baseball head coach Bill Aker, who won more than 800 games in 29 years 
with the Norse, retired after the 2000 season. Aker led NKU to a pair of World 
Series appearances (1979, ‘85), and finished with 806 career wins. Aker was 

named GLVC Coach of the Year in 1992 and 2000, and he has earned Great Lakes Region 
Coach of the Year honors three times (1977, ‘79, ‘81) during his career.

Aker’s final game as NKU head coach took place on May 7, 2000, at Friendship Field in 
Highland Heights, Ky., in front of many of Aker’s former players. The Norse dropped a 2-1 
decision in 13 innings to Wisconsin-Parkside in that game.

Todd Asalon succeeded Aker as NKU head coach. Asalon, a former NKU player and as-
sistant coach, built Thomas More into a power at the NCAA Division III level prior to being 
named Aker’s replacement.
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2000/NKU women’s soccer advances to national title game, loses in final seconds

NKU’s Bessie Black (14) 

battles for control of the 

ball during the 2000 NCAA 

Division II national cham-

pionship game against UC 

San Diego. The Norse, who 

had knocked off previously 

unbeaten and top-ranked 

Barry (Fla.), 5-1, in the 

national semifinals two 

days earlier, watched as UC 

San Diego scored with 15 

seconds left in regulation 

(below) to win the national 

championship, 2-1, at 

Miami Shores, Fla. Cindy  

Dostalek scored the win-

ning goal for UC San Diego. 

NKU finished the season 

with a 21-2-2  record.
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2001/NKU men’s golfers parlay remarkable rally into regional championship

On May 9, 2001, the Northern Kentucky University men’s golf team rallied from 
a nine-stroke deficit to win the NCAA Division II North Regional championship 
with a final score of 914 at the par 71 New England Country Club in Bellingham, 

Mass.
Freshman Brandon Brown shot a 3-under-par 68 to capture medalist honors with a 

three-day total of 219 as NKU edged Bryant (R.I.) College (915) by one stroke for the team 
championship. Brown shot rounds of 76-75-68 for the three-day tournament.

Bryant (R.I.) built a nine-stroke lead over NKU going into the last day of play, but the 
Norse’s final-round score of 299 gave NKU its first-ever regional championship.

Steve Landrum, the Great Lakes Valley Conference Player of the Year, fired a 75 during 
the final round and finished with a three-day total of 229 (13th place in the individual com-
petition). Josh Jarvi posted a 24th-place finish with a three-day total of 232.

As a result of the regional championship, NKU advanced to the NCAA Division II nation-
als finals at Allendale, Mich. The Norse finished 16th nationally at that competition.

The 2000-01 NKU men’s golf team captured both the GLVC and North Regional championships.
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2002/NKU baseball wins GLVC Tournament championship as Martin sets record

Jason Martin could not have picked a better time to become Northern Kentucky Uni-
versity’s all-time career hits leader that he did on May 12, 2002. Martin’s run-scoring 
single (pictured below) in the eighth inning snapped a 3-3 tie and lifted NKU to a 5-3 

win over Saint Joseph’s in the championship game of the Great Lakes Valley Conference 
Tournament.

Martin, a graduate of Oak Hills High School, 
also became NKU’s all-time career hits leader 
with that single in the eighth inning. It was the 
264th career hit for Martin, a senior catcher and 
the leader for NKU.

Chris Osterkamp added two hits and two RBI 
for NKU, which won its first-ever GLVC Tourna-
ment championship. Keith Jackson added three 
hits and an RBI, while Richie Jones scored a 
pair of runs for the Norse.

Chad Anderson pitched 2 1/3 innings of two-
hit baseball in relief and picked up the victory. 
NKU earned its first berth in the NCAA Division 
II Tournament since 1990. The Norse lose to 
Saginaw Valley State in the opening game, but 
NKU bounces back with wins against Grand 
Valley State and Saginaw Valley State. Ashland 
ends NKU’s season with a 6-2 victory in the first 
game of the championship round. NKU finished 
with a 37-24 overall record.

NKU players and coaches (right) celebrate their 
first-ever GLVC Tournament championship 
after posting a 5-3 win against Saint Joseph’s 
on May 12, 2002. The Norse earned a berth 
in the NCAA Division II Tournament for the 
first time since 1990 and won a pair of games 
in the North Central Regional before falling to 
Ashland in the championship round.
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2002/NKU women’s soccer wins fifth consecutive GLVC championship

For the first 88 minutes, the Missouri-St. Louis defense held unbeaten Northern 
Kentucky University scoreless, and it appeared the championship match of the  
Great Lakes Valley Conference Tournament was headed for overtime.

Instead, a perfectly placed corner kick by the Norse’s Carey Hebbeler, an outstanding 
pass by Michelle Kelly and a dramatic finish by Stephanie Sandfoss produced a 1-0 victory 
for NKU at the Town & Country Sports Complex.

With less than two minutes remaining in regulation, Hebbeler took the corner kick from  
the right side of the field. The kick was redirected by Kelly, who headed the ball to Sandfoss 
in front of the goal.

Sandfoss took the pass and headed the ball past Missouri-St. Louis goalie Rebecca 
Senn into the net with just 1:43 remaining in the match. It was the 15th goal of the season 
for Sandfoss, a graduate of Highlands High School.

NKU - ranked No. 1 nationally in the NCAA Division II poll - improved to 19-0-2 with the 
victory. The Norse also captured their fifth consecutive GLVC championship and assured 
themselves of the No. 1 seed in the NCAA Division II Great Lakes Region Tournament.

NKU players celebrate after capturing their fifth consecutive GLVC Tournament championship with 
a 1-0 victory against Missouri-St. Louis. The Norse’s Stephanie Sandfoss scored the only goal with 
just 1:43 remaining in the contest as NKU improved to 19-0-2 overall.
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2003/NKU men’s basketball captures first-ever GLVC Tournament championship

Brenden Stowers scored 18 of his 23 points in the second half to key NKU’s 58-
55 win against Lewis in the 2003 GLVC Tournament championship game in 
Roberts Stadium at Evansville, Ind. Stowers also earned most valuable player 

honors as NKU improved to 25-5. Bobby St-Preux added 14 points, including a running 
jumper with six seconds remaining in the game that gave NKU a 58-55 lead.

Lewis (23-7) built a 42-29 lead with 15 minutes left in the game on a Monta McGhee 
layup, but NKU responded with a 22-8 run to take a 51-50 advantage on Stowers’ layup at 
the 5:52 mark. Stowers later hit a three-pointer with 3:17 left that gave the Norse a 56-53  
lead, but McGhee countered with two free throws - the final points of the game for Lewis 
- at the 2:26 mark to cut the deficit to 56-55.

Both teams missed scoring chances in the final two minutes, but with the shot clock  
winding down, St-Preux took a pass at the top of the key, drove the left side of the lane 
and hit a 10-foot running jumper to extend NKU’s lead to 58-55 with six seconds left in the 
game.

McGhee launched a 25-footer from the left side on Lewis’ final possession, but the shot 
was off target as the buzzer sounded. While NKU had won regular-season GLVC titles in 
1995 and ‘97, the Norse had never advanced past the GLVC Tournament semifinals until  
this season. Lewis, ranked No. 20 nationally in the NCAA Division II poll, was the defend-
ing GLVC Tournament champion.
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2003/NKU women stage improbable comeback to earn regional title

From every conceivable angle, they were gone. Not just simply beaten, but flat-out 
overwhelmed.

It was halftime of the NCAA Division II Great Lakes Region championship 
game, and Quincy owned a 36-21 lead over Northern Kentucky University. The Lady Hawks 
had held the Norse to just 29.6 percent shooting from the field, won the rebounding battle 
by a whopping 28-13 margin and were preparing to make reservations for the NCAA Divi-
sion II Elite Eight, a prize that awaited the winner.

The Norse - playing without powerful inside presence Sharell Snardon, who was out with  
an injury - appeared to be 20 minutes away 
from calling it a season.

Instead, they awoke. Maybe it’s the mam-
moth tradition that’s been built during the past 
28 years, or perhaps it’s just a matter of just 
refusing to fold in clutch situations in the post-
season.

Whatever it is, NKU pulled off one of the 
greatest comebacks in the history of its storied 
women’s basketball program.

Bridget Flanagan’s basket with 22 seconds 
remaining snapped a 61-61 tie and lifted NKU 
to an improbable 64-61 win over Quincy. NKU 
- which trailed by 16 points early in the second 
half - used a 19-2 run to take a 40-39 lead on a three-pointer by Amy Mobley with 12:25  re-
maining. Quincy eventually took a 57-52 lead with 3:32 left, but NKU used a 9-4 spurt to tie 
the game at 61-61 on a layup by Mobley.
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2003/NKU men’s tennis takes GLVC title, wins first-ever NCAA Tournament match

The Northern Kentucky University 
men’s tennis team made program 
history on May 1, 2003, by win-

ning a match in the NCAA Division II Tour-
nament. 

Amine Benjelloun posted a 7-6, 7-5 vic-
tory over Paulus Halim at  No. 1 singles as 
NKU defeated Southern Indiana, 5-4, in the 
first round of the NCAA Division II Tourna-
ment at Midland, Mich.

Benjelloun, who improved to 21-4 with 
the win, also teamed with Billy Hopkins at 
No. 1 doubles for an 8-5 victory against 
Paulus Halim and Daniel Halim. Nick Her-
zog and Ted Walkup also recorded victo-
ries in singles competition for NKU, which 
improved to 22-5 and defeated Southern 
Indiana for the third time in 2003.

Herzog and Walkup also teamed up at 
No. 3 doubles for a 9-8 victory over Ryan  
Hughes and Chris McCreight for NKU, 
which had never won an NCAA Tournament 
match.

Northwood (Mich.) then eliminated NKU 
from the NCAA Division II Tournament with 
a 5-0 decision against the Norse in the 
regional finals. Northwood (20-2) earned a 
berth in the NCAA national finals with the 
victory. NKU, which earlier in the spring 
claimed its first GLVC Championships title 
since 1990, finished its season with a 22-6 
record.

NKU tennis player Amine Benjelloun earned 
All-GLVC honors in 2003 and also won a key 
No. 1 singles match against Southern Indiana 
during the NCAA Division II Tournament.
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2003/Keyer-Scott makes big impression at NCAA II national finals

On May 17, 2003, NKU wom-

en’s golfer Kim Keyer-Scott 

shoots a 7-over-par 80 in 

the final round of the NCAA Division II 

national championships and completes 

the four-day tournament by taking fifth 

place in the individual competition with 

a total of 310 (+18).

Keyer-Scott actually led after two 

rounds of the NCAA Division II national 

championships by shooting 74-77 dur-

ing the first two days at the par-73 El 

Campeon Golf Course in Howey-In-

The-Hills, Fla. She completed the event 

with scores of 79-80 and settled for fifth 

place nationally - the best individual fin-

ish in the history of NKU women’s golf.

Charlotte Campbell of Rollins Col-

lege fired a 2-under-par 71 the final day 

and captured the medal with a four-

round total of 299 (+7). Her four-round 

total of 299 (78-74-76-71) also estab-

lished a then-NCAA Division II record 

for the lowest total by the individual 

champion.

Campbell’s performance helped 

Rollins capture the NCAA Division II na-

tional championship by 39 strokes over 

runner-up Florida Southern College.

NKU golfer Kim Keyer-Scott posted a fifth-place 
finish at the 2003 NCAA Division II nationals. Keyer-
Scott, a sophomore that season, was in first place 
after the first two rounds of the four-day tournament 
at  the par-73 El Campeon  Golf Course in Howey-In-
The-Hills, Fla. She completed the event with scores of 
79-80 and settled for fifth place nationally -  the best 
individual finish in the history of NKU women’s golf.
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2004/Shields’ home finale at NKU produces triple-overtime victory

Leave it to a group of deter-
mined basketball players to 
pick  out the perfect retire-

ment gift for their coach, particularly 
if it’s the final home game of their  
mentor’s career.

Looking for an example? Then  
check out what happened in Re-
gents Hall on Feb. 14, 2004, when 
NKU’s Ken Shields took the home 
floor as the Norse’s head coach for 
the final time in his 16-year career. 
The opposition was Lewis, which 
entered the contest ranked No. 11 
nationally.

National rankings and conference 
standings were not going to stop the 
Norse on this day, nor would three 
overtimes of exhausting basketball. 
In dramatic fashion, NKU upset the 
powerful Flyers in triple overtime, 
93-90, in Shields’ final appearance 
in Regents Hall.

Shields watched his emotionally-
charged Norse rally from a 12-point 
deficit with 10 minutes remaining 
in  the game to force overtime when 
Jesse Rupe made a pair of  free 
throws in the final seconds to tie the 
score at  69-69.

In the first overtime, Demitrius 
Hunter gave Lewis a 79-77 lead with 
20 seconds left when he converted 
two free throws. But after Rupe 
missed a short jumper in the final 
seconds, NKU’s Pat Cary grabbed 
the offensive rebound and hit a layup to force the second extra period. After Hunter hit a 
short  jumper with 9.4 seconds left in the third overtime to give  Lewis a 90-89 lead, NKU 
rushed the ball down the court. Sean Rowland drove and drew two Lewis defenders his 
way, and he found Cary all alone underneath the  basket. Cary was fouled by Monta Mc-
Ghee with 1.1 seconds remaining on the clock, and he made both free throws to give NKU 
a 91-90 advantage. Lewis attempted a long pass on the ensuing inbound play, but the ball 
was thrown out of  bounds and NKU regained possession underneath its own basket. Cary 
sealed the win by taking a pass from Rowland and scoring a layup at the buzzer.

NKU head coach Ken Shields (center) is given a standing 

ovation by the crowd prior to his final game in Regents Hall.
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2004/NKU softball has grand time in winning first-ever trip to World Series

Pictured above is the final out of the 2004 NCAA Division II Great Lakes Regional Tournament, a 4-0 win 
for NKU against Grand Valley State at the Frank Ignatius Grein Softball Field. Grand Valley State’s Jennifer 
Mackson took a called third strike from NKU pitcher Krystal Lewallen to end the game. Norse catcher Megan 
Owens and the NKU bench are shown reacting to the final out. 

On May 8, 2004, Krystal Lewallen hurled a one-hit shutout as the NKU softball team 
defeated Grand  Valley State, 4-0, to capture the NCAA Division II Great Lakes 
Region Tournament championship and a trip to the World Series.

Lewallen struck out nine  batters en route to her 31st victory of the season, and it was 
the sophomore pitcher’s third win during the Great  Lakes Region Tournament. The only hit 
Lewallen allowed was Sarah Paape’s fourth-inning blooper over the  pitcher’s mound that 
fell between three players. Lewallen, who allowed just one unearned run in 21 innings during 
the Great Lakes Region Tournament, was named the most valuable player of the event.

NKU (54-5) jumped out to a 1-0 lead in the second inning when Rachele Vogelpohl lined 
a  run-scoring single to left field. The Norse increased the advantage to 2-0 later that inning 
when Megan Owens scored on a wild pitch thrown by Grand Valley State starter Jennifer 
Mackson. Becky Napier gave NKU a 3-0 lead in the third inning when she drove a ball into 
deep  left field for a double that plated Angie Lindeman. The Norse added another run in the 
top of the seventh when Stephanie Leimbach collected an RBI single, and Lewallen took a 
4-0 lead into the bottom of the inning.

Lewallen wasted no time in dispatching Grand Valley State, as she retired the Lakers in  
order. Lewallen ended the game by getting Mackson on a called third strike, and the NKU 
players and coaches celebrated the Norse softball program’s first-ever Great Lakes Region 
championship.
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2004-05/Norse men meet the University of Kentucky in Rupp Arena 

To most of the 18,824 in attendance, 
it  was just an exhibition game and a 
chance to see the heralded University 

of Kentucky recruiting class in action for the first  
time. But for Northern Kentucky University’s Dave 
Bezold, it was a dream finally realized.

Bezold, entering his first season as NKU’s 
head coach, made his sideline debut Nov. 3, 2004, 
against UK in an exhibition game and watched his 
Norse drop a 91-73 decision in Rupp Arena. The 
Wildcats used a 15-0 run in the first half to wipe out  
a 20-12 deficit and forced 26 NKU turnovers to win 
the first-ever meeting between the two schools in 
men’s basketball.

The crowd of 18,824 was the largest to ever 
watch an NKU sporting event in person. The previ-
ous NKU record was 10,836 on Dec. 1, 1993, when 
the Norse played at the University of Dayton.

On Nov. 3, 2004, Dave Bezold’s first game as head 

coach is an exhibition contest against the University 

of Kentucky in Rupp Arena. In front of 18,824 fans - 

the largest crowd to ever watch NKU play - the Norse 

build an eight-point lead (20-12) in the first half. UK 

goes on a 15-0 run to take a 27-20 lead, but NKU 

battles back and trails by just three points (41-38) at 

halftime. NKU uses 7-for-12 shooting (58.3 percent) 

from 3-point  range in the first half to stay in the 

game. The Norse’s Mike Kelsey (pictured above) nets 

18 of his game-high 27 points before halftime. In the 

second half, UK forces 17 turnovers with its full-court 

pressure en route to a 91-73 win over NKU. Kelsey’s 

3-pointer with 12:44 left in the game brings NKU 

with 51-49, but UK uses a 14-2 run to build a 65-51 

advantage. Kelenna Azubuike scored 26 points to lead 

UK, and Rajon Rondo added 16 points. UK standout 

Chuck Hayes (pictured on the left) scored 15 points.
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2005/NKU softball sets NCAA Division II record for consecutive wins

On April 27, 2005, the NKU softball team sets the NCAA Division II record for longest 
winning streak by posting a 2-1 vic-
tory over Ashland in the first game 

of a doubleheader at Ashland, Ohio. The 
Norse improved to 41-0 with the opening-
game victory and became the only softball 
team in Division II history to win 41 straight. 
Kennesaw State had won 40 consecutive 
games in 1995. NKU is pictured above 
after completing the sweep with a 10-1 win 
against Ashland to improve to 42-0.
The NKU seniors - Megan Owens, Em-
ily Breitholle, Angie Lindeman, Stephanie 
Leimbach and Sara Becker - are pictured 
on the right after NKU’s win against Ashland 
in the nightcap.
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2005/Lewallen rules regional as NKU softball remains unbeaten at 53-0

On May 14, 2005, Krystal 
Lewallen (right) hurls a 
three-hit shutout and strikes 

out nine batters as NKU captures the 
NCAA Division II Great Lakes Region 
championship with a 2-0 win over 
Northwood.

Lewallen is named the most valu-
able player of the Great Lakes Regional 
after throwing her second straight 
shutout. In 20 innings during the Great 
Lakes Regional, Lewallen allowed just 
one earned run and had 29 strikeouts 
in the three victories as top-ranked 
NKU (53-0) earns a repeat trip to the 
NCAA Division II World Series.

NKU will travel to Salem, Va., for the 
NCAA Division II World Series looking 
to win its first national championship.

NKU players celebrate after the final 

out of the 2005 NCAA Division II 

Great Lakes Region championship 

game against Northwood. NKU posted 

a 2-0 victory in that game behind the 

pitching of Krystal Lewallen. Lewallen 

induced Amanda Hayman to pop out 

to second baseman Ricki Rothbauer 

for the game’s final out. Both NKU 

runs were unearned as Northwood 

committed four errors. NKU improved 

to 53-0 with the victory.

NORSE SOFTBALL EARNS RETURN TRIP TO NCAA DIVISION II WORLD SERIES
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2005/NKU’s win streak reaches 55 games, but Lynn (Fla.) ends bid for perfection

Angie Lindeman’s suicide squeeze in the bottom of the seventh inning drives in Rachele Vogel-

pohl (sliding in safely in the photo above) with the winning run as NKU holds off Le Moyne, 

2-1, in the NCAA Division II World Series on May 19, 2005. The next evening, NKU posted a 

3-0 win against St. Mary’s (Texas) to improve to 55-0 - the most consecutive wins in collegiate 

softball history. On May, 22, Lynn (Fla.) ends NKU’s streak with a 1-0 win. The Norse then lost 

to Kennesaw State, 6-0, in an elimination game and finished with a 55-2 record.

After winning its opening two games at the NCAA Division II World Series, NKU 
met Lynn (Fla.) in the winner’s bracket on May 22, 2005. NKU entered the 
game with a 55-0 record.

Aimee Murch tossed a five-hit shutout and struck out 12 batters as Lynn snapped the 
longest winning streak in collegiate softball history with a 1-0 win over NKU. Danielle Cur-
cio accounted for the only run of the game with a third-inning home run off Krystal Lewal-
len. Curcio’s homer was a drive over the fence in left-center field. Later that day, Kennesaw 
State posted a 6-0 win against NKU, ending the Norse’s season with a 55-2 record.
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2006/NKU men’s cross country earns trip to NCAA Division II nationals

The NKU men’s cross country team qualified for the NCAA Division II nationals in 
2006, marking the Norse’s first trip to that event since 1979.

NKU earned a trip to Pensacola, Fla., and the nationals by placing fourth at 
the NCAA Division II Great Lakes Region meet. Four NKU runners placed among the top 28 
finishers in the 10-kilometer event as the Norse totaled 170 points.

NKU posted the best finish of any Great Lakes Valley Conference team at the regional 
meet. Southern Indiana - ranked No. 23 nationally - finished fifth with a score of 177 and 
also qualified for the nationals, which were held at Pensacola, Fla., as part of the NCAA 
Division II Fall Sports Festival.

Zach Koehler finished 17th with a time of 33:01 to lead NKU, while teammate Matthew 
Shoulta was 18th in 33:02. Brad Bullock (27th place) and Keith Knapp (28th place) also ran 
outstanding races for NKU, which was ranked No. 7 in the Great Lakes Region poll.

The Norse knocked off both Lewis (No. 6 in the Great Lakes Region poll) and Hillsdale 
(No. 5 in the poll) to qualify for the nationals.

The top five teams in the men’s event qualified for the nationals. Grand Valley State won 
the title by placing five runners in the top 13 finishers. Wayne (Mich.) State was second, fol-
lowed by Saginaw Valley State, NKU and Southern Indiana.

NKU then placed 22nd at the NCAA Division II nationals.
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2006-07/NKU men’s basketball pulls off historic upset in NCAA Tournament

FINDLAY, Ohio - Prior to the NCAA Division II Tournament game against Northern Ken-
tucky University, a group of Findlay students unveiled a sign that asked the following ques-
tion of Norse standout guard and Bowling Green State transfer Steven Wright:

“Hey, Steven, why did you leave Bowling 
Green?”

The answer? How else could Wright have 
engineered an end to Findlay’s 59-game 
home winning streak - the nation’s longest at 
any level - and eliminate the top-seeded Oil-
ers from the Great Lakes Region Tournament 
if he had remained at Bowling Green?

That’s exactly what Wright (pictured on the 
right scoring against Findlay) and his Norse 
teammates did with a 60-56 victory over No. 
3 Findlay in Croy Gymnasium. NKU (24-8) ig-
nored a loud, raucous Findlay crowd of nearly 
2,000, clamped down defensively late in the 
second half and earned a spot in the regional 
championship game against No. 7 Grand Val-
ley State.

How does it feel to stop the nation’s lon-
gest home winning streak in front of a crowd 
like that? Just a few miles from where your 
college career began in Bowling Green, 
Ohio?

“The crowd didn’t bother me, and I just fed off of it,” said Wright, who scored 18 points. 
“Findlay has a great atmosphere and, as a basketball player, you want to play in front of a 
big crowd. When I played in the (Mid-American Conference) there really weren’t a lot of fans 
most of the time, and this was one of the loudest crowds I’ve ever played against.”

And play he did. NKU trailed 32-29 at halftime despite shooting 54.5 percent from the 
field, but the Norse started quickly to begin the second half. Billy Finnell began the rally with 
a basket, and Vincent Humphrey followed with a 3-pointer to give NKU a 34-32 lead.

A 3-pointer by Dorian Bass gave Findlay a 54-50 lead with just 3:56 left on the clock, and 
it appeared NKU was about to see its season end. The Norse, however, gathered them-
selves, became aggressive on defense and let Wright show everyone why he is the GLVC 
Player of the Year.

The 6-foot-3 leaper brought his team within a point (56-55) by burying a long 3-pointer 
with 2:33 remaining. David McFarland then stole the ball from Phillips in the lane and found 
Wright sprinting to the other end of the court.

Wright soared in for a vicious two-handed dunk to give NKU a 57-56 lead with 1:59 re-
maining, and the crowd suddenly became eerily silent. The Norse added three free throws 
in the final minute to seal the upset and end Findlay’s dominance at home.
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2007/Hoekzema runs into NKU women’s cross country history

Julianne Hoekzema became the 
first women’s runner in NKU 
cross country history to qualify for 

the NCAA Division II national finals with 
an impressive performance at the 2007 
Great Lakes Regional meet at Edwards-
ville, Ill.

Hoekzema, a senior captain from Fair-
field, Ohio, was one of only two runners 
who made the trip to the nationals despite 
their team not qualifying. Hoekzema’s 
time of 21:41.96 was good enough for a 
fifth-place finish in the field of 153 runners 
in the six-kilometer event.

She also became NKU’s first All-Great 
Lakes Region member since Tracy Car-
skadon in 2004.

Hoekzema closed out her collegiate 
career at the nationals by posting a 70th-
place finish. NKU head coach Steve 
Kruse said Hoekzema’s legacy at NKU 
will never be remembered for many 
years.

“Hard work and dedication pay off, 
but it is not an easy path and in some 
cases can be a lonely and even unpopu-
lar path,” Kruse said. “The same qualities 
that will help you succeed in athletics are 
the same qualities that will help you suc-
ceed in life. There are no short cuts, but 
the rewards are great. Julianne has been 
a tremendous influence on her team-
mates whether she, or her team, realizes 
it. Her success has made others notice what is happening here with our women’s team in 
Highland Heights and want to be part of it. Her impact will definitely be noticed for years to 
come.”
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2007-08/One Team, One Body...Norse women capture national championship

Pictured above is the NKU bench during the final seconds of the Norse’s 63-58 win against 
South Dakota in the 2008 NCAA Division II national championship game at Kearney, Neb. 
Shown below are NKU players celebrating after the final buzzer with the scoreboard in the 
background. It marked the NKU women’s basketball program’s second national title.
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Cassie Brannen, Nicole Chiodi and Jessie Slack hoist the 2008 national championship trophy 

after defeating South Dakota for the NCAA title at Kearney, Neb.
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2008/NKU men’s soccer team outlasts Millersville in national quarterfinals

On Nov. 22, 2008, the NKU men’s soccer team advanced to the NCAA Division II 

Final Four for the first time in school history after closing out a 1-1 draw against 

Millersville (Pa.) with a 5-4 penalty-kick shootout victory in the national quarterfi-

nals.

The Norse (16-2-4) dominated the first 10 minutes of action against the host Maraud-

ers and scored in the 34th minute. After a throw-in 35 yards from the end line, Alex Alli-

son picked up a pass and sent a high service into the penalty area for the waiting head of 

Braden Bishop, who flicked the ball past Millersville’s Matt Langione for his eighth goal of the 

season and a 1-0 lead for the Norse.

Millersville finally found the back of the net with 5:57 left in regulation to tie the score at 1-

all. The two teams played a pair of scoreless overtime periods, setting the stage for a penal-

ty-kick shootout that would determine who earned the trip to the NCAA Division II Final Four.

With the shootout tied at 4-all, NKU’s Tony Ray lined up for the final attempt. Ray’s pen-

alty kick a week earlier had been the deciding factor in NKU’s 4-3 shootout victory against 

Lewis in the NCAA Division II Midwest Region championship game. Ray lined up his shot 

and put it inside the left post to close out the shootout in a 5-4 victory for the Norse, who 

were on their way to Tampa, Fla., for the NCAA Division II Final Four.

The NKU men’s soccer team celebrates after earning a trip to the 2008 NCAA Division II Final Four by defeat-

ing Millersville (Pa.) in a penalty-kick shootout at Millersville, Pa.



79A look back at 39 years of NKU athletics history

2008/NKU men’s soccer team makes first NCAA Division II Final Four appearance

With less than 10 minutes remain-
ing in regulation, the NKU men’s 
soccer team owned a 1-0 lead and 

appeared to be in control of Dowling (N.Y.) in the 
NCAA Division II Final Four at Tampa, Fla.

But Lamine Traore struck for Dowling at the 
80:33 mark to tie the score at 1-all. Traore then 
scored again during the first overtime to give 
Dowling a 2-1 win against NKU.

Seth Eckerlin (No. 20 pictured at the left) gave 
NKU a 1-0 lead with a header goal just four min-
utes into the contest. Eckerlin’s goal stood until 
Traore lifted a shot from the left post to right, out 
of the reach of NKU goalkeeper Michael Lavric to 
knot the score at one. Traore ended the contest in 
the 98th minute with his second goal.

NKU fans show their support for the men’s soccer team at the NCAA Division II Final Four in Tampa, Fla.
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2008-09/A new era tips off for NKU in The Bank of Kentucky Center

On Nov. 8, 2008, NKU played host to the University of Louisville in the first-ever college basketball event in The 

Bank of Kentucky Center. The opening tip of the men’s exhibition game is pictured above. The crowd is shown 

cheering (below) after Louisville is forced to call a timeout. Louisville won, 84-69, before a crowd of 8,408.  
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DeAaron Williams records the first official dunk in 
The Bank of Kentucky Center’s history by finishing off a 
slam in the second half against Ferris State. 

Scott Bibbins (1) scores NKU’s first-ever basket in The Bank of 
Kentucky Center while being fouled. On the right, DeAaron Williams 
finishes off the first-ever dunk in the new arena during the second half.

NKU’s first regular-
season game 
inside The Bank 

of Kentucky Center is on 
Nov. 15, 2008, against Ferris 
State. The Norse coast to a 
72-57 win. Dustin Maguire 
scores 28 points and grabs 
nine rebounds to lead NKU, 
while Tony Rack comes off the 
bench to add 16 points for the 
Norse. Rack knocks down five 
3-point field goals as NKU wins 
its home opener in front of a 
crowd of 2,477. Ferris State’s 
Justin Keenan scores the first 
official basket in The Bank of 
Kentucky Center’s history at 
the 19:50 mark.

Scott Bibbins nets the first 
basket in NKU history inside 
the new aren a by converting a 
driving layup while being fouled 
at the 18:15 mark. 

On the left, Justin Keenan of Ferris State and NKU’s Tanner Jacobs (30) prepare for the opening tip in the first 
regular-season game in The Bank of Kentucky Center. NKU’s A’Daeron Duncan alters Keenan’s shot attempt.

2008-09/NKU defeats Ferris State in The Bank of Kentucky Center
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2009/Harris enjoys record-setting season en route to All-America honors

NKU’s Drew Harris posted 
a 16th-place finish at the 
2009 NCAA Division II 

men’s cross country national finals 
and earned All-America honors for 
his performance at Evansville, Ind.

Harris, competing as an indi-
vidual in the field of 182 runners, 
completed the 10-kilometer course 
in a time of 31:51.1. Reuben Mwei of 
Adams State won the individual title 
with a time of 30:27.8.

“Drew ran a very solid race, 
paced himself and really finished 
strong,” NKU head coach Steve 
Kruse said. “It’s the best finish in 
the history of our program, 30 years 
after Johnny Lott earned All-America 
honors with a 19th-place finish. 
Drew did an outstanding job against 
a very talented field of runners.”

A graduate of Campbell County 
High School, Harris had set an NKU 
record in the eight-kilometer run 
earlier in the season with a time of 
24:34.71 at the Greater Louisville 
Classic. Harris placed 16th overall 
in that event, which featured many 
Division I runners, to break for-
mer NKU All-American John Lott’s 
school-record time in the 8K.

Harris was later named the 
state’s college-division Runner of the Year by the Kentucky Track & Cross Country Coaches 
Association. He also was named co-recipient of the Vincent Schulte Athlete of Distinction 
Award, which is the highest honor a student-athlete can receive from NKU.
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2010/Cisper rewrites NKU baseball record book with offensive onslaught 

Jason Cisper demonstrates the swing that enabled him to set an NKU single-season record for hits in 2010.

Jason Cisper enjoyed a record-breaking season in 2010, and the clutch-hitting out-
fielder parlayed that success into GLVC Player of the Year honors.

Cisper set single-season school records for hits (102), runs scored (75), doubles 
(26) and total bases (144) in 2010. He also batted .442, drove in 47 runs and led the team 
with 39 stolen bases.

As a result of his outstanding offensive performance, Cisper was named an All-American 
by both the National Collegiate Baseball Writers Association and Daktronics. NKU posted 
a 43-17 overall record and won the GLVC East Division title with a 24-6 record. The Norse 
also advanced to the NCAA Division II Tournament and won a pair of games before being 
eliminated by eventual national champion Southern Indiana in Evansville, Ind.

Cisper finished with a .623 slugging percentage and committed just one fielding error the 
entire season. During his three seasons at NKU, the Norse posted a 122-63 record (.659) 
and won two GLVC Tournament championships.  



84      A look back at 39 years of NKU athletics history

NKU ATHLETICS CELEBRATES 40 YEARS OF COMPETITION



The charter members of 

the NKU Athletics Hall 

of Fame are pictured at 

the left during the 1997 

induction ceremony. 

They are (left to right) 

John Lott, Gary Wall, 

Peggy Ludwig, Peggy 

Vincent, Richard Derk-

son and Dan Doellman.

THE CHARTER MEMBERS 
OF THE NKU ATHLETICS 

HALL OF FAME

NKU ATHLETICS CELEBRATES 40 YEARS OF COMPETITION




